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CHARACTERS

STUDENTS
MAYA (f)
BAI LEY (f)
CAM (m
SCRUB (m
KIKI (f)
JACE( M)

M CKEY (m)
ELLE(f)
DEEKA (f)
NADI NE (f)
RUNE (n)
E.J. (n)
FRANKLIN (m)
KLI MPY (m)

VO CE OVER P. A. SYSTEM (n)

THE HARSHER (n)

SETTI NG
SCENE 1 Ms. Wanda’s classroom Pr esent
i n Chi ppewa H gh School

SCENE 2 Ms. Wanda’s classroom Weeks | at er

SCENE 3 Ms. Wanda’s classroom A week or so

| at er

SCENE 4 Ms. Wanda’s classroom Hours | ater

SCENE 5 The halls and engi neeri ng Monments | ater
room of Chi ppewa H gh School

SCENE 6 The theatre in Chi ppewa Monments | ater
H gh School
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Performances or readings of this play may not legally
t ake pl ace before an audi ence without a |licence
obt ai nabl e on application to:

The Pl aywrights Publishing Co.,
70 Nottingham Road,
Burton Joyce,
Not ti ngham U. K.,
[44] (0)1159-313356
pl aywri ght spubl i shi ngco@ahoo. com

To avoi d possi bl e di sappoi ntnment, application should be
made in witing, as early as possible, stating: -

(i) Nanme and address of applicant

(i1) Nanme and address of Society;

(iii1) Name and address of theatre or hall where
performance(s) woul d be hel d;

(iv) Ti mes and dates of performances.

A fee will be charged for this |licence which nust be paid
prior to the first performance otherwi se the licence is
automatically cancelled and the performance becones
illegal.
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Scene One
(SETTING: Ms. Wanda’s chemistry
| ab cl assroomin Chi ppewa Hi gh
School prior to the start of the
school day. A door leads to the
hal | way, and a cl ock hangs on
the wall. There are four |ab
tables with stools so that the
characters may stand or sit and
still be at relatively the sane
hei ght. There should be a
Periodi c Table of Elenments on
the wall along with shel ves of
chem stry books and/or chem stry
related models, etc. There’s a
door leading to the supply
cl oset of unseen chem cal s,
fl asks, Bunsen burners, etc. The
white board shoul d have
m scel | aneous i nformation
witten on it including the sign
of Ophiuchus, which is a Uwth
a flattened sine wave through
the mddle of it.
AT RISE: It’s preferred that a
curtain be used to begin and end
the play. SCRUB is alone with
his breakfast at a |ab table.
SCRUB is the only character who
wears shorts, and he al ways
wears them KLIMPY is al one at
anot her table. H's head is down
on the table and remains there.
ALL STUDENTS whose entrances are
not specifically nmentioned in
this scene should enter and
silently interact in the
background. ALL STUDENTS
entering should have school
supplies.)
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BAlI LEY
(Enters, stylishly dressed.)
Don’t play with your food.

SCRUB
I’m not playing; 1°m dissecting.

BAI LEY
It’s chem, Scrub, not biology.

SCRUB
Qobserve, Bailey. |Independently, the bacon, the egg, the
cheese, and the biscuit are tasty conponents. But once
combined..
(Takes a large bite.)
It”’s pure synergy — all parts greater than the whol e!

BAI LEY
| hate when we’re the first two here.

(JACE enters.)

BAI LEY

Hey, Jace.
JACE

Bai | ey.
BAI LEY

Scrub is dissecting his bacon, egg, and cheese biscuit.
SCRUB

It”s comprised of bacon, egg, cheese, and a biscuit.
JACE

(Opening his | aptop conputer.)

Geni us.
SCRUB

Jeal ous!

(Takes another bite of sandw ch.)
And scrunpti ous!

JACE
Did you guys sol ve the bal anci ng equati ons on the back of
t he wor ksheet ?

BAI LEY
Unmmm  back?

JACE
(He bounces back and forth fromwiting on
his homework to typing on his |aptop.)
It’s down as covalent bonding. The only way to transfer

the sodiumatomto chlorine is through ionic bonding.
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BAI LEY
We didn’t have to do the back.

JACE
Then the sodiumion and the chlorine ion could conbine.

BAI LEY
I,uhh.. No.. 1 don’t think.. Scrub, did we have to do the
back?

JACE
2,8,1. 2,8,7. 2,8. 2,8,8.

BAI LEY
Jace, did we have to do the back?

JACE
I don’t know. It’s there. So, | did it.

(CAM enters. As always, he wears the red and
white of the Chi ppewa Totens.)

BAI LEY
(Relieved to finally see sonmeone who m ght be
able to help her.)
Good. Did we have to do the back, Can?

CAM
Back of what?

SCRUB
Of the homework, man! It’s a crisis!

CAM
Nah. Ms. Wanda said there were m stakes or sonething on
it.

BAI LEY
Did you hear that, Jace?

JACE

(Taps keyboard.)

Control -Z

BAI LEY
What”s control - Z?

SCRUB

A drug that treats narcol epsy.

JACE
It’s the hot key for undo.

SCRUB
Jace — master of hot keys! Control-2Z!' Undo!
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CAM
Have you guys seen Maya?

BAI LEY
Nah. What’s up?

CAM

Did you see SmackGb?
(BAILEY and SCRUB work their phones.)
It’s pretty nasty.

BAI LEY
(Reading her phone’s screen.)
No, way. What the fire truck?

SCRUB
VWhoa.

JACE
Let ne.
(Puts hand out for phone. SCRUB gives his
phone to him)
Your screen is all shattered.
(He sets it down on the table and takes
BAILEY”s when she offers her phone to him)

CAM
(Picks up SCRUB’s phone from table.)
What a happened to your phone, Scrub?

BAI LEY
Selfie.

(SCRUB recl ains his phone from CAM )
JACE

(Hands phone back to BAI LEY.)
That’s bitter. Who composed it?

BAI LEY
SmackGab i s anonynous.

JACE
Did she do these things?

BAI LEY

Jace! Don’t say that in front of her.

JACE
Someone wouldn’t just make that up, right?

BAI LEY
She didn’t do i1t.
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CAM
No way.
Kl Kl
(Enters.)
Have you guys seen SmackGab?
CAM
The stuff about Maya?
BAI LEY
We’re looking at it now.
Kl Kl
It°s terrible.
BAI LEY
We shoul d text her.
CAM
1°’ve been.
JACE
Shoul d we | ook for her?
MAYA
(Enters. O K now, but previous tears are
evi dent.)
Hey, guys.
BAI LEY
Are you O K. ?
MAYA
No. That crap is nessed up. Do you know who posted it?
CAM
I don’t.
Kl Kl
None of us do.
MAYA
(To Jace.)
Can you figure it out?
JACE

Li ke, through the app?
(Removes his phone from pocket.)
I can’t do that. I don’t know.
(He ineffectively taps on his phone.)

CAM
We” 1l figure i1t out.



THE HARSHER

Kl Kl
VWhat di fference does it nake?
SCRUB
(To KIKI.)
Was it you?
Kl Kl

(Punches himin the arm)
Shut up, you nono.

BAlI LEY
(To SCRUB.)
What is wong with you?

MAYA
It’s O.K.

(KIKI punches SCRUB in the armagain for good

neasure.)

MAYA

What difference does i1t make? It’s there now.
Kl Kl

It wasn’t me.
MAYA

| know, KiKki.
CAM

Is it too late to do sonet hi ng?

SCRUB
Undo! Control -Z! R ght, Jace?

JACE
Not on something like this. I mean, it’s already posted,
you know? We didn’t type it; we can’t undo it. 1°m sorry,
Maya.

MAYA
It’s fine. It’s fine. 1’1l be fine. Everyone knows t hat
SmackGab is just all gossip, right? No one believes it.

BAI LEY
What did M ckey say?

MAYA
It wasn”t him.

BAI LEY

Oh, 1 know, but, like.. He”’s your boyfriend.
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CAM
1’d be infected with all kinds of rage if I were him.

SCRUB
Yeah, 1°’d hate to have to deal with kind that of stuff.
That’s why 1 don’t date.

BAI LEY
Yeah, that’s why.

MAYA
Mickey’s coming by before class.

JACE
People are jerks. Last week soneone tried to put a virus
onto ny | aptop.
(Wt hout being obvious, he points in the
direction of NADI NE”’s table.)
| think it was Nadi ne.

Kl Kl
What are you tal ki ng about ?

JACE
| viewed the event | og on ny diagnostics software and
could see that someone using the school’s Wi-Fi tried to
hack into ny email to open an anonynous nessage that was
definitely infected. It was right after the test.

Kl Kl
So?

JACE
| set the curve on that one. Ms. Wanda adjusted the total
possi bl e points according ny score.

SCRUB
Come on, guys. If we all worked together, we could do
terribly individually on every test and still do well as
a class. Teamwor k! When w ||l anyone |isten?

BAI LEY

(In reference to SCRUB.)
I gnore the reject.

(To JACE.)
But, l|ike, why Nadi ne?

Kl Kl
Yeah Jace, 1f you don’t score the highest, she does.

JACE
Exactly! She told me, “l set the curve — not you. Don’t
do i t again.”

10
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BAI LEY
Real | y?

Kl Kl
You’re kidding.

CAM

I didn’t even know she talked.

SCRUB
Ri ght ? She just sits over there with her backpack.
think 1t’s stuffed with tiny plush bunnies and sodium
chl ori de.

JACE
It was her, but the point is that sonmeone tried to
sabot age ny conputer. And, for what? Wiy, really?

MAYA
People can be evil. It’s getting ridiculous.
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