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Bere Ferrers Parish Council

At a meeting of the Bere Ferrers Parish Council held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston on Tuesday  27th May 2014.                   
Present     

                                      Mr B. Lamb                                Chairman of Council     
                                      Mr M. Benson                             Mr R. Leithall
                                      Mrs H. Boot-Handford               Mrs H. Rogers
                                      Mrs D.M.A. Chapman                Mr A. Sadleir
                                      Mr P. Dennis                               Mr K. Smith


              Dr N. Harmsworth

      




  Rev N. Law                                

1488. Apologies.                   

Apologies were received from Mr Maycock due to business and Mr Piper due to family business.
1489. Chairman’s Report.

1 The Chairman stated that Mr Sadleir has a personal statement to make.

Mr Sadleir informed Council that he is resigning from Council due to personal reasons and will be withdrawing to live in Bodmin.
The Chairman congratulated Mr Sadleir on the hundreds of hours work put in on the Community Plan and stated he will be missed. There is shock and sadness at the departure of Mr Sadleir; we shall miss his expertise on planning, engineering and computer software, especially after his advice in a 23 page document on our selection of new computers. What will Mr Benson do at his departure from the Community Plan? You will be sadly missed, best wishes to you and your partner for the future.

2 Mr Lamb thanked Council for re-electing him as Chairman for another year. Congratulations to Mr Leithall for another year as Vice Chairman and to all those Councillors elected as Chairman of Committee.

Just to remind everyone the next TAP Funding Course takes place on Wednesday 18th June on Committees and Chairmanship and anyone still wishing to attend please contact the Clerk as soon as possible.
3 Finally I am getting more concerned at the amount of material which staff have to type and 
circulate each month. Is there any other way- should we have an informal get together to look at this and other ways in which we work.

Then try and determine any changes? Chairs or Full Council?

1490. Items of Urgent Business.

1) Mr Smith
Stated that with all the cutbacks this village is looking an eyesore, road surfaces are 

bad, the bus route down Pounds Park has bad potholes and the amount of weeds is getting dreadful it should be reported to Devon County. Mrs Boot-Handford felt the public should do more and report the pot holes.
The Clerk reminded Mr Smith that County informed Council that they would not be carrying out as much weeding because of the cut backs.
2) Mrs Chapman
- the owners of Barn Farm would like footpath 77 diverted. The Clerk explained that 



  this needs to be put through County.

3a) Mr Benson-
  hot off the press are the questionnaire results of the Community Plan 2. Versions 1 is

the key results and a brief guide the other is results which are more comprehensive.  

The full comprehensive results can be seen online at www.berepeninsulaplan.org.uk
In view of Mr Sadleir's departure could we use the office as our registered address? It was agreed this would be no problem.

       b)
Mr Benson-
for information only the top slipway at Weir Quay has been resurfaced.

4) Mr Dennis-
Reported visibility displays out at Quarry Corner about a month ago and still nothing 



has been done. The Clerk reported these to Devon County.


5) The Clerk-
sought payment for the following cheques:-

· Sparling Recycling empty skip


£276-00

· DALC Tap Training




£238-30

· Mr Gentle





£90-00

· Post Office (SWW BA Toilets)


£141-73

Mrs Boot-Handford proposed payment, seconded by Mrs Rogers.

6) Mr Lamb-
brought forward the subject of the state of 13 Fore Street. This was brought to West 



Devon’s attention some time ago. Mr Benson suggested reporting it to Strategic 
Planning.

7) The Clerk-
 brought to Council’s attention the situation with the committees now Mr Sadleir has 



resigned.



Mrs Boot-Handford was asked to fill the gap on F&GP, but requested that she comes 
off of Footpaths and Environment. Mr Benson moved a motion to propose that Mrs 
Boot-Handford joins the F&GP committee seconded by Rev Law.



The Clerk informed the Council that the prospective new Councillor will join Plans 



and Footpaths & Environment.

8) The Clerk-
presented the Audit for approval and signing.

All questions were answered.  Rev Law proposed the Audit Papers be signed, seconded by Mr Lamb.
1491. To approve the minutes of the Plans meeting held on the 29th April and taken as read, to deal 

         with matters arising.
Mr Benson proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Chapman.
Matters Arising.

Minute 1436
 Mr Walshe’s letter regarding breech of Planning Conditions. Mr Benson informed 

Council that no breech had occurred as the windows and doors are timber but made to look like plastic.
Mr Benson proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Rev Law.
SO RESOLVED
1492. To approve the minutes of Full Council held on 29th April as a true record and taken as read.
Mr Leithall proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.
Matters Arising
Minute 1440(3)
Mr Smith’s report on the cutting down of trees on the railway embankments. Mr Lamb informed Council that this is to avoid trees falling on the line also they wish to improve visibility for the tourists.
Minute 1440(4)
Request to purchase litter pickers for loan to the public. The Clerk has sourced a price of £4.99 each, it was agreed to purchase 4.
Minute 1449(2)
Mr Benson attended the Public Surgery held by the Police and Crime Commissioner. Mr Benson put the question asked of him to Tony Hogg regards protecting lives and property. This does come within their general criteria.

Minute 1449(3)
Report by the Dog Warden, ask West Devon to put us on the list.

Minute 1449(4)
Regards the report from Mr Collins of the old mower being left behind the changing rooms. The Clerk has received a reply from Mr Westlake they need to remove some parts from the mower and he will then organise its removal.

Minute 1449(6)
Mr Musgrave stated that the restricted access by Maristow Estates is an issue on both sides of the Tavy he is pursuing this with Devon County Council..

SO RESOLVED
1493. To approve the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 6th May as a true record and  
taken as read.
  

Mr Leithall proposed the minutes as a true record, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

                                                                                     SO RESOLVED 

1494.To approve the minutes of the Special Full Council held on the 6th May as a true record, and     

 taken as read.

Mr Leithall proposed the minutes as a true record, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.







    SO RESOLVED
1495. To approve the minutes of the Special Full Council Woolacombe Road and taken in part two 

held on the 6th May, as a true record and taken as read.
Mr Leithall proposed the minutes as a true record, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

  SO RESOLVED  
1496. To approve the minutes of the Special Full Council Woolacombe Road and taken in part two 

held on the 13th May, as a true record and taken as read.

Mr Leithall proposed the minutes as a true record, seconded by Mrs Boot-Handford.

  SO RESOLVED
1497. To approve and adopt the minutes of Finance & General Purposes meeting held on 20th May             

 and taken as read, to deal with matters arising.
The Rev Law proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.

Matters Arising.

Minute 1474
Regards Northern and Southern Rail Routes. Mr Benson gave a resume and stated that West Devon have proposed that the suggested Northern route should be recommended in light of this and would Council support this decision.

The Chairman asked Mr Musgrave for his opinions. Mr Musgrave feels strongly that West Devon have taken the wrong route, and he feels the Southern route is better.

Mr Lamb felt West Devon’s decision had been made initially without going into the issues of the Northern Link being single track in some places.

Bruce Thompson Devon County proposes supporting the Dawlish Line with a complimentary line.

Further discussions took place.

Mr Lamb stated that Council is not in a position at this moment in time to make a comment.

Minute 1475(1422[2a]) Regarding the Post Office bin, the Clerk has had a reply from Royal Mail; the bin is

 to be removed in the next week.

Minute 1479
Ward Boundary Proposals, after further discussions it was agreed to accept the changes that 

Bere Ferrers and Gulworthy will be incorporated.

Rev Law proposed adoption of the minutes, seconded by Mr Benson.

  SO RESOLVED  
1498. Internal Audit to be carried out by Mr Dennis and Rev Law.
Rev Law reported all present and correct with the internal audit.

1499. Report from Mr Benson on West Devon Borough Council and Southern Parish Link Committee

A lot of work has been going on to develop “Our Plan” West Devon next local plan. Following consultations and adoption this will form the blueprint for future development across the borough over the next few years. The Local Government Boundary Commission has submitted draft recommendations for the New electoral arrangements for the Borough Council, all submissions to these recommendations will need to be received by 21st of July. As it stands the current recommendations will mean the new Bere Ferrers ward will include both the Bere Ferrers parish and Gulworthy.

At the borough councils Annual Meeting Cllr Christine Marsh from Okehampton West was created the Borough Mayor, with Cllr David Cloke from Walkham ward becoming Deputy Mayor. Cllr Philip Sander continuing to serve as Leader of the Council .At the same meeting many members of the public turned up, to ask the Council some questions concerning Meadowlands and the suggested Kelly College Olympic Legacy Pool. Cllr Sanders was able to inform the residents, that although discussions had taken place and questions had been asked of Kelly College, the Council had not received a reply. He went on to say that councillors are trying to save swimming in Tavistock but Meadowlands requires a subsidy of £150,000 every year.
1500. Correspondence.

     1. Crime Stats from 30th April to 27th May.
     Here are the Crime Stats from 30th April to 27th May 2014:-

1 x Theft of Alcohol from Shop – offenders were captured on CCTV and the investigation is ongoing at this time. 

1 x Misuse of the Communications Act

1 x Theft of blocks from the path at the back of the Parish Hall

 
2 x Criminal Damage – toilet roll holders ripped from the wall

       
Concrete block tipped off the wall and smashed in the basketball courts
  2. Cllr Sanders West Devon Land Available Assessment.
I have now had instructions from Devon County Council that the sites at Bere Alston and Bere Ferrers Allotment Fields are to be formally withdrawn from the SHLAA process.

     3.  West Devon Borough Council News Releases.

An information and advice road show goes on a tour of Dartmoor this summer visiting eight villages in one week - offering free micro chipping for dogs and a chance to win a hamper!

West Devon Borough Council is teaming up with Dartmoor National Park Authority and Dog’s Trust to visit communities across Dartmoor this June.

Between Monday, June 2 and Friday June 6, the road show will be stopping off at Drewsteignton, South Zeal, Sticklepath, Lydford, Bridestowe, Mary Tavy, Yelverton and Meavy.

At each session residents will have the chance to meet face to face with an advisor from the borough council who will be able to answer questions about a range of public, not for profit and support services. 

Dogs Trust will be offering free identity microchips for dogs – a quick and painless procedure which would normally cost around £20.

Lee Paris, Campaigns Assistant from Dogs Trust, said: “We are really pleased to be working with West Devon Borough Council and Dartmoor National Park Authority.

“Microchips will be compulsory by 2016 so we would urge dog owners to take advantage of this limited micro chipping offer.”

Local Dartmoor National Park Authority Rangers Peter Rich, Ian Brooker, Rob Taylor, Paul Glanville and Andrea Roberts will be joining the road show at various locations to talk to residents about their work in the parish and promote the Paws on Dartmoor campaign, highlighting the importance of responsible use of the moor by dog owners.      

There are also two chances to win at the road show.

All visitors will get the chance to enter a free prize draw to win a luxury Devon hamper worth £50, and all dog owners who have their pets micro chipped at one of the events will be entered into a prize draw for a hamper of doggie goodies - courtesy of Dogs Trust. 

A regular information road show will be offering advice on a range of housing issues next month (June) from homelessness to affordable home improvements.
West Devon Borough Council’s Connect service is on the road again visiting  Belstone, Chagford, Exbourne and Hatherleigh.

Encompass South West will be joining the road show at some locations to offer residents information about its work  in West Devon to help people who are homeless or sleeping rough.

The independent charity also works to reduce the impact of poverty and financial exclusion in the local community with a soup kitchen, rural outreach programme and over 55s advice service.

Homeowners who need to make repairs or improvements to their properties can get information from Wessex Resolutions when they visit the road show on certain dates.

The community interest company offers affordable home loans as well as money management advice.

Every session will be hosted by a borough council advisor who can help with council services such as council tax, recycling and benefits.

Among the other organisations taking part this month are Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB), Action on Hearing Loss and Oakhouse Foods.
	EUROPEAN ELECTIONS – South West Region

West Devon results

West Devon electors were the most diligent in the South West for the European elections last Thursday as just over 42% turned out to vote – the highest turnout of 38 authorities throughout the South West region.

The region stretches from Bournemouth in the East to Gloucester in the North and the Isles of Scilly to the West. The region also includes Gibraltar.

Throughout the region, of those 4,059,889 eligible to vote, 1,503,899 voted - an overall turnout of 37.04 per cent. More than 18,000 electors turned out to vote in West Devon.

The West Devon results are:

An Independence From Europe
243
British National Party
112
Conservative Party
6,019
English Democrats
164
Green Party
2,277
Labour Party
1,527
Liberal Democrats
1,570
UK Independence Party (UKIP)
6,172
Turnout: 42.41%
Rejected ballots: 27


1501. Update discussions on Woolacombe Road to be taken in part two.
Mrs Boot-Handford moved a motion that Council go into part two, seconded by Mr Leithall.

Discussions took place.

Rev Law moved a motion to come out of part two, seconded by Mr Benson.

Mr Benson commended Mr Lamb for his efforts with the Woolacombe Road issue.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members and the public for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.18pm.
Signed this 24th day of June 2014.           
Chairman……………………………….
