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BERE FERRERS PARISH COUNCIL
              At a meeting of the Open Spaces Committee held in the Council Chamber Bere Alston   
              on Tuesday 16th March 2016.
Present  
                                
Cllr. R. Maycock

Chairman   

Cllr. P. Dennis                
Cllr. D. Pengelly
                                   
Cllr. S. Munn

Cllr. R. Piper
468. Apologies.
       Apologies were received from Cllr. Leithall due to holiday, Cllr. Boot-Handford sabbatical.
469. Items of Interest at the discretion of the Chairman, no decisions can be made on any 
        of these items.
1. Cllr. Dennis – Last week there was a tree down on Denham Bridge the road was signed as  

          closed from Bere Alston but not from the top of Winsabear Lane, the signs were on 
          the actual bridge. Cllr. Dennis feels that the closure should have been signed from 
          the A386 Plymouth to Tavistock Road. Clerk to ascertain signage information from 
          County Highways.
2. Cllr. Pengelly -  Feels the pedestrian crossing at the junction of Bedford Street and The 
        Down, put in for the new estate, is very dangerous as there is no visibility to the right. 
        It was felt that Cllr. Pengelly should liaise with Cllr. Lamb on this matter.
3. Cllr. Munn- another incident with two cars at the junction of Denham Bridge Road. Cllr. Munn  

              was on the junction when a blue and a red car came straight out and across and down 

              Broad Park Road making her brake to avoid them. 

470.  Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 9th February, to deal with 
        matters arising.
Matters Arising.
Minute 424 – The Clerk emailed the CASC information to Will Westlake. The Clerk contacted Mr. 

Westlake again asking if they had considered the idea of joining to be able to obtain Council Tax relief on the Pavilion. Mr. Westlake stated that they have not had a meeting to discuss this but they would be willing to meet with Council for discussions.
Minute 425- The Clerk has received a cheque for £64. 20p back from Horrabridge regards the vat 

             claimed in error from this Council.  

   The Clerk is still awaiting a reply with regards to two invoices for items charged to this 

   Council again by mistake. 

Minute 427- Notices have been made for the fly tipping in the skip, at the Dog Exercise area.

471.  Financial Statements.
The financial statements for Cemetery and Recreation were circulated by the Clerk.
Discussions took place.
Cemetery Finances – Cllr. Dennis proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr. Pengelly.
Recreation Finances – Cllr. Munn proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr. Dennis.

472. Report on Bere Alston Recreation Park Group.
Cllr. Pengelly stated that they were awaiting the Management Agreement for the Charity Commission from Cllr. Leithall.
To progress their application the secretary could send last month’s Council minutes which states that Cllr. Leithall will be drawing up an agreement, this would get them temporary registration and a delay period to produce the document.

Cllr. Pengelly stated that they will be putting on an Easter Egg Trail around the Village for the Easter School Holidays the judging will be done by the Premier Shop who will be handing out the winner’s eggs. The group has had donations to cover the cost of the Easter Eggs.

473. Cycle Tracks Bere Alston and Bere Ferrers.
Cllr. Munn has inspected the Bere Ferrers track and it is in a very rough state with a lot of brambles and weed. Cllr. Munn brought this up at the Villagers’ Group meeting, it is termed as a nature conservation area they would be prepared to have a mower width track cut and rock dust put on it but that would be all. Discussions took place as the track at Bere Alston needs top dressing also but this one is not overgrown.
Cllr. Munn to speak with the Villagers Group, also await ROSPA report which is due this month.
474. To investigate the cost of work on the Car Park at the Recreation Field Bere Alston.
The Clerk received the following quote from Richard Maddaford;

To fill and compact pot holes and top dress the whole area, which would add a 50mm layer to the whole area at a cost of £1,478.00 + Vat.
Discussions took place and it was agreed to ask Mr. Maddaford if he would re-quote for filling the pot holes only.

475. Routine safety inspection reports for the Parish Recreation and Play Parks.
Bere Alston – Cllr. Maycock undertook an inspection at the Recreation Field The Down, the wire fence has still not been repaired, also there is a piece of wooden fencing broken.
Bere Ferrers Recreation Field – Cllr. Munn inspected the play park all was looking good except the perimeter hedge on the left hand side which has been badly eroded away by rabbits and badgers, there is also a large gap in the hedge itself.
Allotments Bere Ferrers – Cllr. Munn stated that Bere Ferrers had survived the storm quite well, plot 2 is still not taken.

Allotments Bere Alston – Cllr. Maycock there was some damage to poly tunnels and sheds due to the gale but nothing serious. The bottom end of the allotments are drying up and not being used so much to turn around on. Plot right outer 12 the shed has been blown down and is at a precarious angle, letter to tenant asking if they know about the shed and what action they would be taking.
476. Correspondence.
1) Inspector Mark Sloman – The Clerk had a report from the workman who was stopped by 
two ladies in the recreation filed on The Down about a gentleman shouting abusive swearing, threatening behaviour, he told the ladies in no uncertain terms to keep away as this is a pit bull and he is! dangerous. A third lady came into the field and the other two ladies warned her and she said it has happened before with her.
The Clerk immediately reported this to Inspector Sloman West Devon Sector Inspector and received the following reply;
“Firstly if this abusive male is acting this way then I would suggest this could be an 
offence under the public order act and as such the ladies concerned are well within 
their rights to report this behaviour to the police. Certainly if it happens again then I 
would request that they do so, even if we are unable to identify the offender, at least 
we know it is happening and can direct our patrols accordingly.

They can do this on line if they so wish, through the Devon and Cornwall police 
website. 

With regards to the type of dog, as you know certain breeds of dogs are illegal and if 
this is shown to be proven they can, be taken from their owners. I would suggest you 
look at the legislation on the internet to find out what breeds are actually banned 
from this country. 
Without checking this dog fully I am unable to say if this particular dog is an illegal breed 
or would need muzzling in public.

It is therefore important that we try and identify this male, so we are able to check his    dog.

                I will ensure Seonaid is aware of all of this so she can follow this up and feed back to 
      you if required”.

2) NPS Group Devon County Farms Estate – Bere Alston and Bere Ferrers Allotments


“The County Council have a statutory duty to keep under continuous review the rent 

for the holdings they manage. Accordingly, I have been asked to look at the rent for 

those holding where revision might be effected at Lady Day 2017. In order not to 

prejudice the Council’s position; I am enclosing herewith a Statutory Notice of 

Arbitration.

During the course of the next twelve months, the question of rents will be examined 
                      closely and if a revision is considered appropriate in your case, I will advise you of  

           the rent which the Council will require. In those cases where it is not possible to 
           reach an agreement it will be necessary to refer to Arbitration and it is in respect of 
           this contingency that the Notice is served”.
3) Mr. & Mrs Eastley – Back in 1992 they purchased a Cremation Plot in the Cemetery they have 

now decided they wish to be buried no cremated. They wish to purchase a burial plot and 

do not require the cremation plot.

Discussions took place and it was agreed that the fifty four pound be deducted from the 

cost of the newly purchased burial plot and the cremation plot be re-sold.
477. Proposals from Committee for agenda for next meeting.
1) Cycle Track Bere Ferrers.
2) Car Park The Down.
3) BAUFC and Council Tax.
4)  ROSPA report
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the meeting at 8.53pm.
Signed this 29th day of March 2016.            
Chairman…………………………….
