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Bere Ferrers Parish Council
At a meeting of the Plans Committee held at Council Chambers on Tuesday 5th January 2016 at 7.00pm.        
Present             Cllr. R. Piper 

Chairman  

Cllr. Leithall


Chairman of Council.     
                          Cllr. M. Benson         
Cllr. S. Hanson

Cllr. P. Dennis      

Cllr. R. Maycock    
  Cllr. D.M.A. Chapman    
Cllr. G.R. Reed
In Attendance.
Cllr. Martin.
344. Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr. Lamb who is convalescing after an operation.
345. Declaration of Interest.
Cllrs Benson, Maycock and Reid declared an interest in the Neighbourhood Plan.
346. Items of interest at the discretion of the Chairman. No action can be taken on these items.
1) Cllr. Dennis-
reported that there are trees down at Denham Bridge across the river, could the 


Environment Agency be contacted or the land owner?
         
           Cllr. Benson suggested contacting the Locality Officer at WDBC.
2a) Cllr. Benson- Would like a letter of thanks to the Fire & Rescue Service for their fast response to a 

           call on Boxing Day, although a gentleman lost his life the fire was prevented from 

           spreading to other properties.
     2b) 
Cllr. Benson- Changes to local Post Office- proposing to extend hours, open the service area up. The
           Post office will have to close while works are carried out (2nd May 2016-12th May 
           2016). Feedback forms are available in the Post Office.
347. To deal with Planning Applications for comment. Interested parties are invited to comment on 
        applications they have an interest in before a decision is made, at the discretion of the Chairman.
2863/15/HHO    Mr. G. Vallance
Householder application for conversion of existing garage and extension to dwelling to provide annex at Wottons, road from High Cross to Hole Cross, Bere Alston PL20 7JA.
Comments          Support- works will enhance the property.
2736/15/OPA     Mr. N. Harrison
Outline application with all matters reserved for proposed residential development (resubmission of 00114/2015. Land adjacent to 113 Broad Park Road Bere Alston).
Assistant Clerk read a letter from Cllr. Lamb in his absence; the letter had been emailed to committee members. 
As I am unable to attend this meeting I have made the following comments about this application.
 
1    The application is not a total surprise but the applicant has not followed the advice from District that 
       such an application would be premature before the approval of the Peninsula Neighbourhood Plan.  If   
       this application was approved, it would throw into crisis the considerable work that Cllr. Benson and his 
       Plan Members have carried out in the development of the Plan. Including the considerable assurances 
      from Government that developments would only take place with the approval of the Local Communities.
      It would be interesting to hear the details of any ‘pre-planning discussions’ with District by the    
      applicant.
      I think it would also be helpful to the Committee if Mike produced copies of the summary notes 
      produced by the applicant when he met members of B.P.N.P. members as there is more in this document 
      than the application on WDBC Web site!
 
2    However, I believe that it is important that the Committee deal with this application in the greatest detail 
      because though it is an Outline, previous experience has shown that we must not lose the opportunity to 
      give our views at this stage Putting them in now sets a firm foundation.
 
3   Considerations are that it is not in accordance with the:
      Imminent Neighbourhood Plan; Outside the Village Development Boundary, within AONB and   
      adjacent to WHS. Distance to Village Amenities and the increase in congestion on the Denham Bridge  
      Road that would come from the Development
      The Applicant states the ‘Provision of agreed percentage of affordable dwellings and a ‘Local Lettings  
      Plan’.  However, this gives no evidence of Need and we hear that there have been problems in finding 
      local tenants for the new development at Woolacombe Road.
 
4.  With Woolacombe Road we made no comments about Highways but this time we must not be caught 
     out. 
    We already have the excellent observations of Phil Townsend, Development Manager, Devon Highways  
     in his memorandum WD/00114/2015 on the previous application;
     Briefly these were:
     Improvement to existing access; forward visibility around the bend to east; visibility at crossroads to be   
     improved; pavement inside site hedge; extend 30mph limit to east of crossroads. To which could be 
     added a requirement that all traffic emanating during construction must be parked within the site and 
     warning signs placed on main road. All of this should be incorporated in the 106 agreement.
     During the PNPG site meeting the applicant stated that his father owned the land east of the crossroads   
     and could possibly release land to improve the safety of that road in accordance with the Devon Highway 
     Officers designs.
 
5    Finally, to make a proper impact I would suggest that all of the conclusions of the Planning Committee  
      on 5 January should be the subject of a separate letter to the Planning Officer, WDBC   and sent within 
      the response time.  A copy of the letter should be sent to Phil Townsend, Development Manager (south) 
      Area South Highway Management at Ryefields, Avery hill, Kingsteington, TQ 12 3QG.    
 
Discussions took place. Committee object to this application. A vote was taken for the development of this site: nil for development and eight against developing this site. Committee requested that an objection letter be sent to Mr. P. Townsend (Development Manager Devon Highways) and the Planning Officer at WDBC. Clerk and Assistant Clerk to get together to draft a letter.
Comments          Object – This site will have some impact on the AONB landscape. The Tamar Valley 
 Management Plan requires that ‘great weight’ is given to conserving and enhancing the special qualities of the AONB and World Heritage Sites. No justification for allocating more housing than is required to meet the local needs. Drainage/sewerage matters were raised, given the sloping nature of the site. West Devon should regard this as premature in the light of the impending publication of the Neighbourhood Plan.
348. Take note of any Planning Applications noted after consideration by the Borough.
01093/2015

Mr. H. Hatcliffe
Works to trees in a Conservation Area at 26 Cornwall Street Bere Alston PL20 7BG. Felling of 1 Horse Chestnut and 2 Sycamores from the side garden boundary adjoining 24 Cornwall Street and the pollarding of 1 Sycamore on the side garden adjoining 28 Cornwall Street.
No TPO.
Assistant Clerk informed committee that Conditional Consent had been given for The Old Post Office at Bere Ferrers but no paperwork had been received.
349. Training Update.
No replies had been received from the other Parish Councils. Clerk to contact Cllr. J. Chalcraft (Chairman of Gulworthy Parish Council). If no interest shown then Council to set a date and go ahead with the training for all members of this Council.
350. Update from Denham Bridge Group.
Cllr. Reed informed committee that the group would like to get together with the Neighbourhood Plan Group to discuss the survey and the way forward.
351. Proposals from committee for agenda for next meeting.
1. Training Update.
2. Enforcement Cases Update.
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and declared the meeting closed at 7.47pm.
Signed this 26th January 2016.
Chairman………………...

