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‘Sustainable productivity’
Supporting profitable
farming for the long-term
Identifying ways for arable farms to become more financially
and environmentally sustainable was the focus of this year’s
Hutchinsons Winter Technical Conference in Peterborough
With talk of post-Brexit cuts to
farm support intensifying and evertightening environmental regulations,
the 350 delegates at this year’s
conference heard how there is
a real need for farm businesses
to improve their financial and
ecological sustainability.
Direct support was still a major
contributor to profitability on many
farms, so the prospect of future
subsidies being cut by potentially
half to two-thirds was a significant
concern, Sebastian Graff-Baker
from Andersons told delegates.
Total Income From Farming (TIFF)
figures showed that in the past 20
years there had been a whole decade
(1998-08) where UK farms had
struggled to make a profit from crop or
livestock production alone and while
the situation had improved in recent
years – partly driven by exchange rates
- the situation remained fragile, he said.

Widespread economic uncertainty
and market volatility at home and
abroad added to the pressures facing
growers and meant all businesses
had to maximise the efficiency of
every operation, HSBC’s head of
AgriFoods Allan Wilkinson added.

Allan Wilkinson

HSBC HEAD OF AGRIFOODS

“Relentless benchmarking”
and budgeting were vital to highlight
areas for improving farm performance
and therefore maintaining future >>>
profitability, he said.
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80 Years
Serving
Farmers

David Hutchinson
CHAIRMAN

2018 will be a milestone year for
Hutchinsons, marking eight decades
of service to UK agriculture.
Agriculture has progressed a
great deal during those 80 years
– improving yield, quality and
environmental protection and we
are proud to play our part in helping
our customers achieve those
improvements.
>>>

>>> In a world of change one thing remains

constant – the relationship between our
business and you. Those relationships
with you, our customers, have always
been our key priority and they still are.
Farming now faces continuing
volatility, from trade and weather
challenges, shifting government
policies, see-saw prices and fastemerging new technologies. With 80
years of experience we know that
cutting edge advice backed by great
service, all geared to your specific
farm situation, is key. That is why we
continue to invest in all aspects of the
Hutchinson business to ensure that
we will continue to bring real value to
the heart of your farm business for
the long term.
Whilst we are pleased to celebrate
our 80th anniversary our focus is very
much on the future and continuing
to provide our customers with the
range of high quality services and
products that they require. Our
agronomists, backed by our own
research and technical services,
now look after so much more, from
soil management and environmental
issues, to information technology and
precision farming, policy compliance,
mechanisation and efficiency, and
ultimately farm profitability.
We are very appreciative of the
support that our business is given
by customers and colleagues,
often over several generations.
We look forward to working with
you for many years to come.
David Hutchinson

>>> “Unless you measure it, you can’t

manage it,” Mr Graff-Baker agreed.
“There’s little we can do about the
big economic factors, so the focus
needs to be on those things farmers
do have control of or can influence.”

Costs and yield are king

The starting point should be to
accurately measure production costs,
including both variable costs and
“fixed” operational costs (machinery,
labour, etc.) in order to know the true
cost of production on a per tonne or
hectare basis. From this decisions
about future strategy can be made.
“Gross margin analysis accounts for
less than half of overall growing costs,
so you need to take everything into
account,” said Hutchinsons precision
technology manager Oliver Wood.
“Our Omnia precision farming service
includes facilities to do just that,
allowing growers to enter their own
data or use standard figures pre-loaded
into the system.”

Combining financial information with
yield map analysis was an excellent way
to start assessing overall productivity at
field level, identify inconsistencies and
problem areas to tackle, he continued.
Example figures presented by Mr
Wood revealed there can be significant
variations in actual production costs
within fields when examined on a
tonnage basis. Omnia analysis of one
winter wheat crop put the average
total cost of production at £995/ha,
equivalent to £134/t, although this
ranged from £95/t on the highest
yielding areas (hitting around 12t/ha) to
£221/t on the worst parts of the field
(where yields were as low as 3t/ha).
“We need to understand why areas
are costing more than the average
cost of production and make a plan as
to how farmers and agronomists can
work together to change that.”

Start with the soil

“Soil health is widely recognised as
being at the heart of sustainable
productivity, both from a financial and
environmental perspective. Worm
populations are a particularly good
indicator of soil health and respond
relatively quickly to changes in
management practices, and are a key
part of the Hutchinsons Healthy Soils
service,” said Hutchinsons technical
manager Dick Neale.
Dr Jackie Stroud from Rothamsted
Research said worms played several
key roles in soils that were central to
sustainability:

Dr Jackie Stroud

ROTHAMSTED RESEARCH

1. Increased plant productivity through
better organic matter breakdown,
nutrient cycling and improved
soil fertility
2. Created a network of permanent,
deep (up to 2m) vertical burrows
that aided water infiltration
(drainage) and crop rooting
3. Provided an important food source
for wildlife, particularly song birds
4. Reduced disease incidence –
research has suggested some
worms favour crop residues affected
by take-all or fusarium and will drag
infected material down into the soil.
Assessing earthworm populations
was relatively quick and easy, she
said. Using a fork, growers should
dig a hole of around 20 x 20 x 20cm
in size, place the soil on a mat and
sort through by hand to pick out all
the worms. For fields up to 35ha, she
suggested taking 20 separate samples
in a ‘W’ pattern across the field.
“More than 400 per m3 has been
linked to significant benefits in plant
productivity. This is equivalent to 16
earthworms per soil pit or four million
earthworms per hectare.”
Rothamsted sampling of 18 fields from
Suffolk to Nottinghamshire found that
while most arable fields had some
worms present, very few reached this
threshold, with most in the 50–350
worms per m3 (2–14 per soil pit) range.

How Hutchinsons is driving
the sustainability agenda

Dr Alison Bentley
NIAB

Dr Alastair Leake

Two key changes to management
practices would help build on existing
populations, Dr Stroud added.
These included reducing the intensity
and frequency of tillage, and improving
the quantity and quality of food (organic
matter) going into soils. Farmyard
manure was particularly good for
worms, but any organic matter addition
would help, she said. This included
digestate from anaerobic digestors,
cover cropping, chopping crop residues
instead of baling, adding compost, intercropping or rotational leys.

Crop genetics to
address challenges

While soil health took centre stage in
addressing sustainability, developments
in crop breeding also played a significant
part, NIAB’s Dr Alison Bentley told
the conference.
Yield improvement remained the main
breeding target, but this ran alongside
a complex set of challenges, which
required greater genetic improvement
to overcome.
Genetic modification or gene editing
techniques potentially offered a more
targeted way of selecting desirable crop
traits to improve sustainability, she said.
Although traits such as nitrogen-fixation
in wheat were likely to remain something
of a dream, a more realistic application
for these techniques was to alter basic
plant characteristics, such as leaf angle,
nitrogen remobilisation, increased
biomass or branching patterns.

DIRECTOR OF POLICY & THE ALLERTON PROJECT AT THE GWCT

Successful integration of
environmental stewardship
with crop production

The long-standing question of how
environmental stewardship can be
integrated with successful crop
production was tackled by
Dr Alastair Leake Director of Policy
& The Allerton Project at the Game &
Wildlife Conservation Trust.
“We are seeing some real success
across many of our projects and
farmers should take heart as its clear
that profitable commercial cropping
and caring for the environment can
be achieved,” he pointed out.
Work carried out by The GWCT and
The Allerton Project clearly illustrated the
significant increase in song bird numbers
that could be achieved by winter feeding
of songbirds and predator control whilst maintaining profitable yields.
“Since we implemented winter feeding
and predator control we have seen song
bird numbers go up from 45 to 145 on
our songbird abundance index, whilst
wheat yields have averaged over 8t/ha.”
A similar effect was achieved in
improving numbers of hares, through
a winter feeding programme, where
numbers have crept back up to levels
not seen since 2003.”
For further details, visit our
website www.hlhltd.co.uk for
video extracts and presentations
from the conference.

Hutchinsons is supporting the sustainability
of arable farming in a number of ways, as
Dr David Ellerton outlined:
• Evaluating existing plant protection products
and the range of 67 new active ingredients
coming through the development pipeline
• Lobbying for the continued availability of 		
existing chemistry, such as glyphosate,
endocrine disruptors and neonicotinoids
• Promoting Integrated Pest Management
techniques and product stewardship – such
as the CamEO project to improve water
quality in the Cam, Ely & Ouse catchment
through measures such as soil management,
cover crops, buffer zones, and spray timings
• Partnering other organisations to address
the risks of herbicide, fungicide and
insecticide resistance
• Investigating crop-weed allelopathic
interactions as a basis for future
weed control
• Helping develop innovative new disease
monitoring and detection systems, such as
FungiAlert for detecting Phytophthora and
Pythium spores in soil and water, which
could be expanded to include Verticillium,
Fusarium, or Rhizoctonia in future
• Supporting the use of new technology, such
as providing agronomy services for the Hands
Free Hectare project at Harper Adams University
• Sponsoring the Yield Enhancement Network
(YEN) to find ways of improving wheat and
oilseed rape yields
• Partnering other organisations in a 10-year
study to investigate ways to promote pollinators.

YEN helps highlight
path to better yields
Membership of the Yield Enhancement
Network (YEN) doubled in 2017, as more
than 200 farmers explored ways to push
wheat and oilseed rape yields higher.
We discover what one new recruit has
learnt so far and their plans for 2018.

Many farms have seen wheat and
oilseed rape yields hit something
of a plateau in recent years, but
YEN members are leading the way
in finding ways to break this trend.
It was one of the main reasons
that Cambridgeshire farmer and
contractor Andrew Melton joined
the wheat YEN last season and why
he will continue in 2018.
Farming around 700ha at the family
farm plus a further 800ha on contracting
agreements in the Wisbech area, he
is keen to prevent yields stagnating
and push crops closer towards their
“biophysical” potential.
“I’ve always taken an interest in all
aspects of crop husbandry and have
been conducting our own farm trials for
a few years, so YEN was a good way
to take this further by sharing resources
and ideas with others. I’m BASIS
qualified and do my own agronomy,
although have a Hutchinsons
agronomist to call on for support.”
A relatively small 4ha block of KWS
Siskin winter wheat was entered into
YEN last year to set a benchmark for
crop performance under standard
farm practice. “Being the first year
of YEN, we wanted to see where we
already stand so didn’t do anything
different to normal.”

The silty clay loam site, which
followed spring beans, was cultivated
using a Vaderstad TopDown with
shallow subsoilng to remove harvest
compaction, and a single surface
cultivation, before being drilled in
early October. It received a four-spray
fungicide programme that included
chlorothalonil at T0, plus SDHI chemistry
at T1 and T2, before a prothioconazole
+ fluoxastrobin-based T3.
Lodging is an inherent risk in all
crops, especially when pushing for
higher yield, so growth regulators
were included at T0, T1 and T2.
“While a few fields of Siskin on our
farm and elsewhere struggled in
heavy downpours last June, our YEN
trial luckily stayed standing.”

Andrew Melton

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FARMER AND CONTRACTOR

Lessons learned

The crop yielded 13.61t/ha at 14%
moisture, which was good for first
wheat on that land, although Mr
Melton acknowledges that being a
block within a field, meant yield was
slightly higher than would have been
averaged across a whole field.
While he is awaiting the full 2017
YEN report (at the time of writing), he
has already identified several areas
to focus on improving this season,
notably around nutrition.

>>>

Dr Bob Bulmer

HUTCHINSONS TRIALS MANAGER

>>> “We’ve been precision soil testing for

the main variables like P, K, Mg and pH
for several years, but it only provides a
broad overview and there’s more detail
we can get on a field basis.”
Scanning soil texture and combining
this with more comprehensive soil
health analysis is one area he is
looking at to better tailor nutrition to
individual sites.
Last season he also used Yara’s
N-Sensor to measure light reflectance
of the crop canopy in the YEN area.
Several scans were done to build a
picture through the season and he
wants to use this type of information
to fine-tune pesticide and nitrogen
applications next spring.
Four nitrogen applications is
increasingly the norm as he tries to
more closely match nutrient availability
with peak crop requirements.
“This spring we also tried including a
slow release N product with the main
fungicide and did see a benefit, so it’s
something we’ll do again, perhaps
more frequently at the main timings.”
A similar approach applies to
phosphate and potash, which are
being applied more closely to periods
of crop demand. Phosphate used
to be applied in one dose in autumn
or spring, but Mr Melton has started
tailoring a smaller proportion predrilling for establishment, followed by
repeat doses at key timings in spring.
For potash, farm trials and experience
from others involved with YEN, suggests
significant yield benefits from applying
MOP in spring, even where soil indices
suggest there is no deficiency.
“YEN ultimately provides a good
platform to share ideas and best
practice that we can use to our own
advantage elsewhere on the farm.”

Driving future improvement
The average wheat yield among YEN
growers is around 11t/ha, which
is above the national farm average
of 8.5t/ha, but still only around half
of the biophysical potential, says
Hutchinsons trials manager
Dr Bob Bulmer (see table right).
“Some farmers are hitting 15-16t/ha
(circa 80% of potential) on combine
yield meters in good years such
as 2015, so I believe achieving
an average yield of 14-15t/ha is
a realistic challenge with the right
conditions and agronomy.”
“If you’re slipping into the 40% of
potential category, there are likely to
be problems that need addressing.”

Four factors are key to increasing
yields and growers must pay attention
to detail in every aspect of these, he
adds. “It’s all about marginal gains
and doing everything slightly better.”
• Variety selection
• Soil management
• Nutrition
• Crop protection
To help determine priorities
Dr Bulmer says crop growth can be
broken down into three key stages,
all of which play different roles in
building yield:
1. Foundation stage
(sowing to GS30/31): Establishing
crops well is the focus to build
resilience to pressures throughout
the season. Seedbed preparation
and sowing at the correct seed
rate to achieve the target plant
population is key to producing an
even crop with strong rooting and
tillering capacity. YEN research
suggests wet weather during
this stage is associated with
low yield, so pay attention to
soil management and drainage.
Take time to take plant counts to
measure actual establishment.
2. Construction
(GS30/31 to start of flowering):
This is when most crop biomass
growth occurs and grains per ear
are determined. It is also when
crops are most vulnerable, so good
nutrition and fungicide management
is the priority.

3. Production
(Flowering to harvest): Grain is
formed during this final stage and
yield is finally determined. Light
levels are a key driver of yield, so
maximising green leaf area and
duration is key. Don’t relax disease
control or late nutrition – keep
crops disease-free, growing and
standing for as long as possible.

PAST YEN RESULTS (WHEAT)
YEAR

AVERAGE YIELD T/HA

% YIELD POTENTIAL

RANGE

YIELD POTENTIAL

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

11.35
11.8
12.8
10.3
11.1

56
56
60
52
56

49 - 69
41 - 76
46 - 81
33 - 64
29 - 83

21.1
20.6
21.3
19.6
20.0

Note: 2017 was the first year for oilseed rape YEN. Preliminary figures estimate
average YEN entrant seed yields were around 5.2t/ha, although the gross output
yield (adjusted on the basis of 40% oil content) may be slightly higher. The gross
output yield potential was around 12t/ha in most regions.

“TRAFFIC LIGHT” SYSTEM
for assessing the % of yield potential achieved:

< 40%

40% to 49%

50% to 59%

60 to 69%

>70%

YEN OPEN FOR 2018 ENTRIES

Registration is now open for the wheat and oilseed rape 2018 YEN categories.
Growers can enter one or both networks. If you are interested in taking part
please contact Dr Bob Bulmer by emailing: information@hlhltd.co.uk.
The YEN project is led by ADAS and is sponsored by Hutchinsons, together with
a number of other companies from the arable sector. See our website for a list of
the 2017 YEN prize winners.

Your farm
Your data
Your knowledge

Turning drone imagery
into an effective crop
production tool
Ever wondered how to make more use of
the information from a drone photograph
to improve crop production? For example
how can aerial images taken of crops
with high weed densities be used to
refine a seed rate or herbicide plan?
Well this is exactly what an exciting and
unique new tool within Omnia Precision
Agronomy offers. The map layer tool turns
a simple drone photograph into a map or
layer that can be used within Omnia.
The methodology is pretty straightforward and easy to use,
explains Oliver Wood, Hutchinsons, precision technology
manager. “We have made it so that the user can see the field
map on one side of the screen and the drone picture on the
other side. It is then a case of simply adding reference points
to both the picture and field map so that Omnia knows how to
process the image.”
“Typically, we use easily identifiable points in and around the
field like gateways, corners, trees and telegraph poles; the more
points you add, the better quality the converted image.”
“Once processed, the picture is catalogued in Omnia as a layer
and can be referred back to as and when needed.”

So how does this new tool help to make
better crop management decisions?
We know farmers are facing huge issues with grass weeds at
the moment, and more often than not it’s a problem with
individual parts of fields, and this new tool offers an accurate
means of measuring and recording these so that a strategy can
be tailored to suit this, he says.
“For example, if wanting to judge the levels of black-grass in an
oilseed rape crop, flying a drone is a really useful way of looking
at the crop and gaining a visual picture of the weed pressure –
until now there has not been a way to accurately record or map
the weeds within a precision farming system.”

It is only by having evidence based
information that it is possible to really
understand the impact of our practices on a
crop or field – and anything that brings about
better accuracy to help growers target costs
and maximise profits more efficiently has to
be a good thing, says Mr Wood.
Drone image

Omnia map layer

Agronomist Alex Richardson has been trailing this new tool on his family farm
near Sleaford, Lincs, and has found it to be an extremely useful and valuable tool.
“We are constantly looking at ways to record and monitor how different practices
affect the populations of black-grass in some of our worst-affected fields.”
“Flying a drone provides us with a really good view of how the black-grass
populations pan out across the different fields and in the past we have used these
visuals to mentally map or roughly record these areas in order to manage them.”
“However having the ability to do this within Omnia is a much faster, accurate
and certainly more reliable way of translating this information into a useable
map layer within the system - which ultimately leads to better informed
agronomic recommendations.”
“However, this is now a straightforward task in Omnia. Visual
drone imagery is easily and accurately converted into a weed
pressure map or layer within Omnia which can then be used
in combination with a range of other maps such as seedbed
condition, nutrient status and so on within the Multi Dimension
Analysis function to give an appropriate variable rate input plan.”
“This can be used across a range of crops to help manage
specific issues for example identifying PCN patches or hotspots
in potatoes, or accessing the growth of a dense maize crop.”
omniaprecision.co.uk
consultancy@omniaprecision.co.uk

“

“

I’d like your opinion on how best
to manage my cover crop ahead
of sowing spring cereals?

Fieldwise
Answers

Dick Neale (Technical Manager) shares his thoughts...
In recent years our knowledge of
soil science, and in particular, our
appreciation and actioning of that
knowledge has increased massively.
This knowledge helps us to understand
and predict the interaction of various
cover crop mixtures within our soils.
The impact of cover crops is both
physical and biological …and in that
respect also impacts the chemical
status of the soil. But it’s complicated,
and what might be seen as a benefit
in the long term can be a negative in
the short term.
Managing cover crops in light
and medium soils is relatively
straight forward with the biological
interactions of one plant type with
another being of most importance.
In heavier soils with clay contents in
excess of 30% the management of water
in the soil by the cover crop becomes
the dominant factor in accessing and
drilling the fields in the spring.
Growing plants, be they cover crops
or cash crops, facilitate the movement
of moisture in the soil by hydrostatic
pressure. Plants take up nutrients in
the upper soil horizons because that’s
where the majority of biology is active
and nutrients are cycling, so they want
to keep that area moist.
“Cover crops help dry heavy soils”
…they do, but, because the plants
are transpiring moisture taken up by
their roots, hydrostatic pressure is
replacing that moisture in the rooting
zone by movement of moisture from
the bulk soil around and below the
root zone, this creates a ‘wet’ zone
immediately around the plant roots
…and that’s the soil fraction we want
to engage the drill with.
To avoid this wet zone at drilling,
typically in early March, the cover
crop should be terminated via grazing
or glyphosate some 6-8 weeks in
advance of the expected drilling date.
Nature will not tolerate imbalance
and once the roots stop extracting
moisture, hydrostatic pressure and
gravity will re-distribute the root zone
moisture back to the bulk soil around
it. As the cover dies the soil surface
will also be exposed to wind and sun
allowing the soil surface to dry and
drilling to take place in good conditions.

All things are relative, and in light soils,
having that moisture near the surface
in early spring is an advantage for the
newly planted crop, so covers in this
situation can be sprayed off just ahead
of the drilling operation.
Biology is the next consideration. Plants
utilise allelopathic chemicals to influence
other plants around them. Some plants
like Oats and Rye species exhibit strong
allelopathic effects and can be used
to suppress difficult weeds like nettles,
groundsel and bromes …however,
these ‘benefits’ can become serious
negatives when a sensitive spring cereal
is sown into soils full of these natural
chemicals. Again, the answer is allowing
time for these effects to dissipate and
Oat or Rye containing covers should
be terminated 8 weeks prior to a spring
cereal. This gives sufficient time for the
negative impact to decline and also
allows for the stored nutrients within the
cover crop to become re-available to the
following crop.

To ensure you drill at the right stage
and your spring cereal receives all
the potential benefits from a winter
cover crop, forward planning of
both the ‘in’ and ‘out’ strategy is a
key part of being successful.
• Species suited to the realistic 		
sowing date
• Purpose of cover …weed, moisture,
nutrition or soil stability
• Species impact on following crop
and likely sowing date
• How you need to present cover to
your drill type
• Likely spring sowing date minus
6-8 weeks …can I access ground
with sprayer?
If you have a question or
challenge about crop production
issues you are facing on your
own farm, please email us:
information@hlhltd.co.uk and put
‘Fieldwise Answers’ in the title.

Have you booked
your place yet?

NRoSO Arable
Training Roadshows

‘Sprayers, Water, Application & Tips’
UK farmers, growers and their sprayer operators
have been steadily increasing their awareness of
best practice regarding pesticide application over
recent years. During the last decade the NRoSO
annual training events (roadshows) have been a
major source of update training for operators and
Hutchinsons are very happy to support the initiative
by arranging courses around the country.
This year members are invited to participate again
in an interactive training event that focuses on
how to avoid things going wrong and what “best
practice” actually means on the farm. There are
workshops on arable crops and fruit.
A reminder that this year’s arable training event
is divided into four sections:
Current Issues: this covers relevant items in
the national news that are felt worth discussing
in more detail. This section will also cover specific
local issues that presenters will tailor to your
geographical area or crop production system.
Water Protection: in this section we will consider
how pesticides get in to water, the impact of pesticides
in water, what operators can do to minimise the risks to
water and delegates will produce a farm action plan.
Application: in this section we will look at
preventing drift, nozzles and application techniques.
Top-Tips and Technology: this section will
contain a collection of Top Tips from Farm Sprayer
Operator of the Year (FSOOTY) finalists and a look
at closed transfer systems for pesticides.
DELEGATES WILL RECEIVE:
• 3 hours of interactive training on the
course syllabus
• Delegate Work Book incorporating relevant
best practice guides
• Certificate of attendance showing CPD points
• Refreshments and lunch provided for all sessions
RESERVING PLACES ON COURSES:
Courses are charged at £47.50 + VAT per
delegate place. If you are interested in
attending a course, please view further course
details and book online using your account,
or with a credit or debit card, via our company
website: www.hlhltd.co.uk
Morning sessions generally commence at 9.00am and
afternoon sessions, after lunch at 1.00pm (see individual
course details on our website for local start times).
Roadshow courses do fill quickly, so please
book promptly to secure your place.
(This course qualifies for 10 NRoSO CPD and 4 BASIS CPD points)

Spring
cropping 2018

David Bouch

HUTCHINSONS SEEDS MANAGER

David Bouch (Hutchinsons Seeds Manager) advises prompt action to
secure your choice of spring seeds and avoid potential disappointment.
With a spring market starting
to develop, the time has come
to make key decisions on both
varieties and seed rates. Some
varieties are likely to be in tight
supply due to poor yields and
loss of quality in the course of the
season, as harvest dragged on in
parts of the country.
We have also seen certain areas
struggle to get anticipated winter
crops in the ground. This was
especially challenging in the North
West and South West regions, so
spring usage will increase in 2018.

Spring Barley

Spring Barley is the key choice for
managing black grass and we have
seen a steady rise in seed rates from
the high 300’s to 500+ seeds/m2 and
beyond where circumstances are
most difficult.
There will be strong call for RGT Planet,
which produces high yields coupled with
a useful end market demand.
Laureate will increase its market
share, as it now has full Institute of
Brewing & Distilling (IBD) approval
and has yields capable of matching
the market leader RGT Planet.
Propino continues to be popular and
demand for KWS Irina and Concerto
continues where they have proven
successful to date.

Spring Pulses

Spring Pulses and in particular Beans
will be in tight supply with poor yields at
harvest and some seed crops having
been lost. There are now more choices
with the old timer Fuego finding
competition from Fanfare, Lynx
and Vertigo. There will also be some
interest in LG Cartouche which was
new to the list for this year.
Pea varieties remain reasonably
consistent, with the odd exceptions
where we find new varieties such as
Karpate (a white pea) which is now
the highest yielding variety available.
Bluetooth is a new variety in the
popular large blue sector where the tried
and trusted Daytona, Crackerjack,
Campus and Prophet remain popular.
The key to this coming year will
undoubtedly be securing the variety
of choice, as certain options could
disappear quite quickly. So, if you
know your end market or have a
preferred variety, then the best advice
should be to cover in, to avoid any
disappointment in the spring.
Contact us: seedsales@hlhltd.co.uk
For more information on any of our products
or services please contact your local
Hutchinsons agronomist or contact us at:

Spring Wheat

In the Spring Wheat sector, Mulika will
remain the market leader. However,
with the milling premiums being
challenged and for ease of storage,
the new varieties KWS Cochise and
KWS Chilham will attract attention,
albeit supplies are tight. The more
familiar group 4 varieties KWS
Kilburn and KWS Alderon will also
continue to find support.
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