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Chairman Ian opened the meeting welcoming our new members and explained we had a
guest speaker to give us a presentation from the local community. He then introduced
the shepherd from Nepcote Farm, Mr Graham Langford who showed us some slides and
talked about the local sheep fair in Findon Valley. Below are a couple of pictures old and
new:

Mr Langford is the gentleman in the bottom right picture. One of the key points he spoke
about was the adverts he placed for a new shepherd and the interest it generated on the
local radio, in the local paper and finally in the national press.
Below is the article from The Worthing Argus:
“Shepherd wanted - village flock in need of a safe pair of hands
FED up of the usually nine to five? Hate being stuck behind a desk all day? If so, then this could be the
job for you. Two sheep enthusiasts are hoping to round up the right applicant to become a shepherd.
Tending to a flock started out as a hobby for Graham Langford and his business partner Hari Doman. But
the pair are now looking for a third sets of hands to help look after their sheep.
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The Nepcote Flock, based in Findon, near Worthing, is moved around different fields in the village and
features at various fairs throughout the year as well as supplying locals with wool and meat. Mr
Langford, who has lived in Findon for ten years, said: "The person we are looking for really has to be
interested in sheep”. It sounds obvious but it's serious.
"We need someone really who's 25-plus with a bit of maturity. It's a responsible position and we need
someone reliable. "We have been advertising locally in the village and had one or two responses but
they haven't been suitable."
But those with designs on a career as a shepherd might be put off. Mr Langford, 66, said: "It's not a paid
job. We put money into it and share the proceeds back. "If we can find somebody with a bit of
experience that would be preferable but if it's someone who's really interested and wants to learn that's
fine." Far from just strolling the Downs and overseeing the 35-strong flock of ewes and rams, the
successful applicant, who can drive, will have to get stuck in.
He said: "The role involves checking the sheep, making sure none are on their back, making sure they
have plenty of water and reporting any lame animals so they can be taken care of. They will also need to
help with lambing. "We work together with inoculating and antibiotics. We also worm them by putting a
tube in their mouth and clipping their feet twice a year. We would show the right person how to get the
sheep on their back and do that."
The pair want someone to offer two days a week, an hour between 7am and 9am and then an hour
between 5pm and 7pm.
Mr Langford worked for an electronics company in Burgess Hill and retired three years ago, after four
years of managing the flock in his spare time. He is involved in the Findon Sheep Fair, which saw 26
different breeds earlier this month. There are 60 different sheep breeds in the country.

After all the advertising and press. They found their third from Findon, which is where the first advert
went up.
Mr Langford and his sheep can be found in the Findon and Villagers Sheep Fair, which in recent years
been stopped due to Foot and Mouth. Mr Langford was delighted to explain that the Fair is back on
track and growing fast.”
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COMPETITION WINNERS FOR 2017
Novices:
2nd – Andy Health

Winner – Dave Davis

3rd – Ray Burton

Intermediates:
Winner – Mark Blower

2nd – Martin Shepheard 3rd – no entries

Advanced:
Winner – Terry Hooper 2nd – Gary Parkinson

3rd – Ian Rudge

Promotion to Intermediates:
Peter Cross, Barry Chitty and Colin Smith.

Competition reminder
March’s competition is a wide rimmed bowl/platter; the bowl must be 1/3 of the total
diameter (measured)

Next month’s meeting
Colwin Way, Teacher of Woodwork and Woodturning for Axminster power tools.

