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.0 Absiracl. s, R

An archaeological imvestipation way carvied ow during the construction af a new timber foor

within the west tower of the pavieh clureh of 5t Mary The Virgin, Alne, North Yorkshire,

The excavation revealed the cobble foundations of the eartier, 12" century, tower, 1hese
eurly eohble fommduiions were comstructed on a slightly differem aligmment to the currenl
tower, which was built in the second hatf of the I18° contury. Those were sealed by lavers of
gl mrorke-wpy that are Iikedy o relate to growmd vaiving ossocioted with the early modern
recanstruction. Several cur feoruves, including pits and post-holes are also likely to relate to

this plutse af recomsireciion.

The frvestipation also revealed the carly modern sequernce of floors within the rebuilt fower,
The floors hod been vepaived in a mumber of places, which may indicate that intermal featuros
wilfiim the fower fave been removed

Further imvesiigalion during draimage works externally vevealed (he skeletor of a frvenile
and two possible grave cies to the ease of the church. These were not disturbed avd were

prreserved I N
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2.0 Site Location

The urchacoliwical works covered by this report lay entirely within the west tower of the
parish church of 5t Mary The Virgin, Alne. The church lies towards the southwest edpe of
the villagee, contred ol National Grid Reference 5E 4950 6535,

3.0  Archacological and Hlalum,..iJEiuLkgmmE .

Al the time of the Domesday Survey 8 carucates at Alne were included in the lands of the
Archbishop of York, Alne itself was waste in 1086, and later was included in the forest of
Cialtres. The vill was sssigned, probably in the 12th century, together with Tollerton to the
treasurcr of 5t Peter's, York. the two forming one manor in the liberty of St Peter. Alne
remmained in the hands of the reasurer until the Thssalubion, when he beld the manor of Alne
and ‘T'ollcrton as well as the rectory manor of Alne. both of which came to the Crown, and
were eranted by Edward VI o Edward Duke of Somersel in 1547 (VOH. YVolume 2.

The church itsell dates from the 127 cenlury, allhough substantial alierations and addilions
lave been made in the 14" and 15 centuries. The brick built west tower was constructad in
766, (See VO Volume 2, and Pevsner, 966 lor detsiled deseriptions ol the church).

£ Un-&ie Archozelogyy. Newember 2011
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40 Methodology.

['he main investivalion was underraken during the excavation lor a footing for the
construction of @ wooden floor in the west wwer of Alne church ( Trench 1), All excavation
was underlaken archasologically by hand to a level of (.35m below the modem floor surface.
Theee additional foundation lrenches were then excavared a (urther 0.20m e depth. These
trenches ran north 1o sowth across the floor of the Wwer and measured 0.25m wide,

Four further areas { Trenches 2-5) were impacted upon during additional drainage work
owtside at Alne Church (Figurs 2.

Standard Cn-Site Archoeology wchnigues were tollowed throughout the investigation. This
invalved the completion of 8 context sheel for each deposit or cut encountered, along with
plans and/or scctions drawn to scale. In trenches lacking archacological feamires, 1:50 scale
plans were drawn showing the location ol the sample section. In renches containing
archacological features, 1:30 scale plans and, where necessary, 1:20 delail plans wers drawn,
Seclions were drawn at 1: 1 scale, although long sections were drawn at 1:20 scale when
appropriate, Plans were tied in to the Mational Grid. A photographic record of the deposits
and features was also maintained. A full 1ist of detailed context description of all deposits
recorded is provided within Appendix 1 and details of the archive are listed in Appendix 2.

All archaeological works were carried out in accordance with the methodologies set out in the
Standard and Gridance for Archaealagical Excavation, and Stondard amd Crddunce jor
Archaeological Waiching Bricf prepared by the Institute of Field Archacologists (TFA), the
IFA Corde of Conchuer, as well ax with additional methodologies agreed with the City of York
Archacologist,

Jra-Fite Arcdiaeningly. Movember 2011 T
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5.0 HResults.

3.1 Trench T

The natural sub-soils were not defined due 1o the nature of the level ol irmpact within the west
tonwer, bul early lealures were ident fied during the work carried out in the tower (Plate 1),
The carlicst features that were extant within the arca were what appeancd 1o be original
foundation stroctures (Figures 2 and 3). Three lengths of cobbling {142, (143 and ( [44)
were identified a5 a possible foundation of the 12" century tower (Plate 2). The features
proved to be slightly oft alignment with the Tater ower construction and alsc wider than these
[oating= (by approximately (L.40m in the south), demonstrating that they belonged to an
carlicr phase of building. A further larpe piece of masoney, (117=148), was noted to be
bonded o the length of cobbles (142) on the southern extent. (11 7=148) messured 0,607 x 0,44
x .20m and was constructed of sandstone. The piece appeared 1o have been left in situ and
keyed into the later wower modification ([04). Although no dating evidence was retreved
fromn these structures, they underlay the large levelling deposit (138) which was associated
with the later re-modelling of the tower. [ 138) was o mid reddish brown clay deposit
comlaming occasional small stomes (average size 0.03 x 0.02 x 0.01m) and charcoal flecks.
The laver coverad the entice area of the floer ol te ower and sealed the earlier cobble
structures, 1 appears that (138) had been used as a levelling deposit during laler lower re-
flooring, no finds weee retrieved from { 138} and its depth ran to below 0.50m. The full depth
of the deposit was not realised as the level of impact ceased any further noed for excavation.

The levelling deposit (138) was cul by several pits and festares, [1297, [131], 1334, [ 1537].
[141], [147]. |130] and [ 154 ], which had no strarigraphic relationships hetween them. [129]
was a large 1m by lm square pit thae was 0.36m deep, The single [0, (128), was a mid
reddish black mixed ashy clinkee. The pit was considered o be a possible cut o house a Moor
slab in conjunction with an early western door. The bwo small possible post holes [131] and
[133] bay close o [129] (to the east and south respectively) and were possibly in associalion
with this feature. They were [lled with (1309 and (132) respectively, both sandy silis,

| 137} was a large stecp sided pit Lo+ long, 0.530int wide and 0.22m+ deep cul inle the north
western corner af the tower, The full extent lay outside the excavation area so the dimensions
were not fully realised. Tt was [iled with the single fill (136) which was dark brownish geey
sany silL 1L was very similar to the fill (128). The feature nol vnly truncated the levelling
deposit {13%) bur also the cobbles ([43) and {144). [141] was the cut of a small pussible [ire
pit. lacated on the eastem edge of excavation with a length ol 0.40m | and width of 0.44m. It
had & depth of (.08m. The exient of the feature lay outside of the excavaliom aren and was not
lully realised. {1407 was the single fill of [14 1] and was mid zrey white mixed ash and silt,
possibly the remaing of in situ burking. The cut |147] was only identified in plan close to the
northern extent of the tower and consisted of what appeared to be a circular post hole with a
diameter of 0.32m, This feature was only identified at the level of impacl s0 was unexcavated
but two tills, (145) and {146) were noted. (145) was the secondary 1ill of [147] and congisted
of Bght reddish black silty clay with frequent amounts of crushed shell. The primaey fill,

in-Site Arckasnkagrl Mnsember 2001 G
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i 146) was very distinctly ligh! hlue and yellow clay, possibly used a5 # packing deposil.

| 150] was another circular cut, possibly for a posthole, 1t truncated hoth the levelling deposit
{138) and the cobbles (142}, Tt measured 0.20m in diameter and had an unknown depth as it
was only identified at the lowest level of impact. A single fill, {14%). was made up of dark
briswnish black silty clay and ash. The cut [154] was only identificd in the castern section of
the tower and its Tull extent lay beyond the excavation arca. 1L was seen to be Tm— wide and
Im! long with a depth of 0.1 8me It was filled with sand (153) and was possibly used as a
bedding surface Tor a lintel or doorstep, [t lay ditectly below the red brick surface (100) and
was no association with any other contexts was ascertained.
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Fiyare 3. The eariiess foadures in (e iower

1 the south eastem corner of the tower several contexls were identificd, (122} was a dark
brown sandy silt layer similar to (121) but more compact. Within the layer (121) a large
architectural stone was recorded as (1200, T measwred 0.36m x 0,31 x 0.12m and was not in
situ (Plate 3). These deposits were overlain by the possible lime and martar floor surface

14k {in-Site Arciarbagie November 2011
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{119, {119 was in fum cul by the possible robber trench [118] which was 0.84m long and
(L62m wide. [ 1 18] was filled by (116) which was light yellow brown sandy sill. A hoedding
deposit of dark grovish brown clayey sifoe sand, (113 1534), sat above {119}, this was a
bedding deposit Loe the cobblestone surface (114) and the red brick surface (113). These twi
surfaces butted onc another and the stratigraphic relationship was impossible o ascertain,
Thev buoth lay in the south west comer of the tower and wore truncated hy the concrete slab
{102} to the: north and the foundation cut [103] to the south and west. The deposit (119) was
also overlain with the remains of a brick floor (109 made up ol no less than nine bricks with
an average swe of 024 x 0011 1 0.04m. (1097 was possibly the remains of another brick floor
{107). which had been truncated by the large concrete slab (1 02]).

Bl sssdl

N

l"j_Llf— :1,._1_!__1 E' R l—”"_.'_:f

figure 4 We si_fe e wewtiven Sheowgh the centve o the excavated are

In the North West corner of the tower a further small pil [152] truncated the pic [137] and
measured 0.91 x 0.65m with an unknown depth. Tt was unexcavated a5 it was al the level of
impact. {151) was the single dark reddish black ashy clay Gl and indicated some farm of
burning. This feature, along with | 137 and [147| were overlain in the northern extent of the
tower by the deposit (135) a dark greenish hrown mixed sandy and silt. This appeared to be a

=.. - - —
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levelling deposil For later floor levels and measured U.10m deep. This deposil sealed the large
deposit (134) and the cobbles ¢ 143) w the north. Tmmediately above (134) was the bedding
depuosit {1127, which was a thin (0.03m} light brown silty sand, This lay dircctly as a beddmg
deposit for the red brick floor surlace (107).

Conctrabe-skab

: 8 1 i Im Heaih
Figure § Farly Tooring Felew e ovigingl Socr

The larze Moor surface (107) was made up o bricks measuring 1124 x4k | x (.04m on
average (Plate 3 and Figure 4), and this surface was further iruncated by three cuts [123],
[125] and |127]. [123] appegred 1o be a phase of repair and contained the large architectural
stone [108], which measured 0,40 x 0.40m, The bricks making up this surface wene idenlilied
as possibly 18" century in date. [125] was a similar phase of repair or disturbance and
contained the mid reddish brown sandy silt fill (124). This (11 contained occasional red
bricks and cobblestomes and was 1.15m loag, 0.60m wide and 0. i0m deep. The cut [ 127] was
a steep sided and deep post hole that appesred to form port of the floor (107} but was of
naknown purpose, The B11{126) was dark brown sandy silt with accasional CBM and

12 Cire-Siter Archmeaivagiy. Mewember 2011
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charcoul. The Moor sueface (107) was also disturbed in the north west cormer and lled with
the raised brick surface ( |06) (Plate 4). These bricks were Taid in 2 haphazard manner for an
unknown purpose. This area of disturbance was butted by the 6l (110) and sandslone blocks
(1100 (110 was a dark grevish black coal and was possibly associated with burning, The
stratigraphic sequence of (106), (1100 and (111) was not possible & ascertan with any clarnily.

The cul | 105 | truncated the surfaces (106, (107, (1130 and (| 143, [105] was the foundation
curt for the sandstone hlocks (1043 which lormed the base of the tower, These foundarions
were (1.25m deep and were filled with the mid brownish grey clayey sandy sill (103}, That
the cur fruncated the red brick sorface {107) peinted o the conclusion that the tower had
undersone major reconstruction work post the 18" century. Truncating the red brick surlace
{107} and butling up against the western extent of the tower and the foundation blocks (104}
wis a large *L7 shaped moderm conerete slab (102). Above this was o bedding layer of sand
101} that formed a surface for a red brick sueface (100) that sat directly below The modemn
flooe sueface of the wostom tower,

3.2 Trench 2

‘Trench 2 as positioned in the west of the church interior, but east ol the tower entrance and
measured 2 B0m by 2.60m. ‘The flagstone floor of the church was removed o reveal a brick
tloar (201) consisting of bricks of an average size of 0.22 x 0112 x 0.05m. 1t was very similar
ly the: Mawar surface (107) in the West Tower. This was removad and was sul upon (202}
which was mixed gritty sandy clay. (202) was made ground und a bedding laver for (201).
Mo further work carried out in this trench as the impact level did noL go below the brick layer.

5.3 Trench 3

Trench 3 was an 1. shaped trench cut for a water pipe to the west ol the tower exeerior. From
north Lo south it measured 7.80m and From cast o west it measured 6.90m, The width of [he
trench was 0.30m and the depth was (0.60m. ‘Three contexts were identified, (301), (302} and
(30739, 13011 was mid brown top soil that consisted of soft loamy earth with frequent roots, 1t
was measured to a depth of 0.30m. (302) was soft mid reddish browa silty clay sub soil. This
was unexcavated bevond 0.30m so the full depth is unknown, (303) was a large modem
concrete hase with four equally spaced post holes cut into the surface, It was unescavated so
the Mull extent of it was unknown.

5.4 Trench 4

Trench 4 measured 10m long by 0.90m wide and was levelled off al o depth of about 1.00m
along the base, The trench was intended to house a covered soak away. Scven conlesls were
identified alang the lenglh of trench beginning with (401} which was soli mid grovish brown
silty clay with lrequent rovts, It was the topsol overlying the araveyard and contlained
several disarticulated human remains. 10 was (0.530m decp. (402) was identified as the subsoil
and was nol fully excovared so the full depth was not realised. It was mad reddish brown silty
clav. Two feamores were identified as being cut ingo this layer, namely |405] and [407] along
with un inhumation (4031, (#03) was the inhumation of an intant or child (Plawe ). 1L was a

(-t Asshoonlogy. November 2011 L3
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supirtg etsl o wesl burial with the head shighily tihed wothe south. Althoogh the condition of
the bone was of a good to medium state the body was heavily truncated o the east with the
pelvic region and lower arm missing. These were probahly cot through by the western estenl
of the arave [405], but thizs was difficolt to discern due to the ground condirions, The grave
cul of the burial for (403) was equally dilTicolt w identify and was not recorded. [405] wus
identificd as a possible erave cut that measured approximately 1.80m by 1.20m+ along an
east i west axis. 11 was unexcavated as it was only denhiled at the level ol impact and also
ramn inio the southem cdge of excavalion. {404 ) was the single fill of [405] and was o fmn dack
beowe silty clay which conrained frasmentary human remaing which were not excavated due
to the level of impact. The full length of [405] was not fully realised as it was very difficult to
see the cur in the ground conditions. A similar problem was encountered with [407]. a further
gruve cul. This was measured as 1 10m long and €0 1 8m wide. This featore ran into northem
edee of excavation and was not fully recorded. The single till, (400), was finn dark brown
silly clay with Fragmentary skeletal rermmng, This Reature was nol excavated ax L was
identificd only on the level of impact,

|?' HI"H 140 - e
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Fipmore . Mo o irench 4
3.5 Trench s

There was a 60m long drainage cut for a warer pipe that ran almast the enbire lenpth of the
graveyard from east o west with a right angled tum close to trenches 3 and 4 (Plake 7). 11 was
cul to o width of 0.30m and a depth of 0.60m along its length. (300) was a 0.30m deep deposit
of dark brownish grey loamy soil including tuel” (5007 was the graveyard modern topsoi] and
contained several disarticulated human remains, (501} was dark brown loamy soil, very
similar to (300 bub with ne turl and was subsoll, this layer also contained a large amount of
diserticulated human remains. This was only excavated to 2 depth of 0.30m so a full depth
was nol realised. (5027 was a mix of modern brick and conceete tooting for grave slubs laid al
the entrance of the church. It had a maximum depth of 0.530m and overlay (301).

- Bl Asvdurcadsgy. Mavember 2010
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6.0  Discussion and Conclusions

The investipation has provided an opporiunity to identify and record the various layers ol
archacological build up in the west tower of Alne Church,

Fhe carliest feature recorded was the foundation of the original, presumably 12 century,
church tower, This foundation was constructed using unbonded cobbles and was buill cna
slightly different alignment to the curvent tower, The interior of the original tower may have
alse bean slightly smaller than the subseguent rebuild, or the foundations were substanliadly
wider than the above ground walls,

The foundations were sealed by a thick layer of make-up that is likely to relate to ground
raising associated with the early modern reconstruction. Several cul fealures. including pits
and post-hoeles are also likely to relate to this phase of reconstruction,

The investization also revealed the carly modem sequence of floors within the rebuilt tower.
The floors had heen constructed with a combination of cobbles, brick and stone. This
varialion in materials indicates that the floors had been repaired in a pumber of places, which
may suggest that internal features within the tower have been removed.

The discovery of the carly loundation level pives a better understanding of the development
of the tnwer since the 12" century.  The slight change in alignment and expansion of the base
of the tower was also evidenced by the srchaeological work and serves o increase knowledae
ol the history of Alne Church,

Bevond the wwer itself, the only feature of note was the discovery of a single skeleton in
trench 4. This was the burial of a child and was found in the base ol the trench and was left in
sity, Twi other leatures were also found in the base of the trench, likely to be grave cuis.

o S Arckacolagr. Hewem T 2071 15
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