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Opel Picture Frames @k Elenisimpson, : - - R BCTF Greetings Awards winners — Dilly & Pink
Suitton, Surrey: “I found Qi : w.!!l!,s &iSimpsony E & . . . . .
quite a lot of interesting ;”h'tgw fovs . \ - A _ : SISTERS Helen Whiteley and Kathy Starr are the people behind handmade card publishers Dilly & Pink.
things and Pll definitelyg s e 5 B ' Following a honours degree in visual studies and a career in retail Kathy opened her Gifted store in
;:::'f‘;'i':i:ﬁat':;';:;le B elona I ade X B ] =Y : | Thaxted, Essex, specialising in handmade, British-made, fair trade and recycled gifts, jewellery and cards.
for us.»" i X i Kathy has always made cards and jewellery to sell in the shop, so Dilly & Pink, was a natural

progression.

‘We launched Dilly & Pink at the British Craft Trade Fair in 2013 and the business has been growing and
learning ever since.

“We knew cards were a booming sector from our experience with Gifted — when we opened 15 years
ago we just had a single spinner of cards but now have a whole section dedicated to them, stocking a
wide range of catagories.

“l think the popularity is a reaction to the digital age, a carefully-selected beautiful card is still a special
thing to receive.

“Gifted gives us a retailers’ perspective when we’re designing for Dilly & Pink, that’s why we offer age
cards - from one to 100 — occasions, relations, seasonal as well as lots of birthday and everyday.

“l think the fact that we cover most of the occasions and ages helps us stand out as a small card
producer, plus we trial all the cards in the shop so are confident they sell well.

“We’re over the moon to have won the BCTF award, it’s a very welcome validation of what we’re
doing.”

The Dilly & Pink range is quite diverse in style with some cards featuring Kathy’s illustrations and others
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Highly Commended

Commended

Winner
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having a more graphic feel, and pattern and colour play an important role too. | o M
BUYERS AND SUPPLIERS ALIKE HAD A GOOD SHOW AT THE BRITISH CRAFT They are all printed on premium quality recycled board, some textured white, some ribbed kraft, with - ’
LA TG TRADE FAIR WHICH CONCENTRATES SOLELY ON UK-MADE PRODUCTS, AND HAS wholesale prices from £1.

SEEN A MARKED INCREASE IN GREETINGS EXHIBITORS IN RECENT YEARS, WHO

T: 01371 830891
WERE ALL CONSIDERED FOR THE SECOND ANNUAL CARD AWARDS.

www.dillyandpink.co.uk

Winner GREAT show at the British Craft so it will be fantastic if this helps bring us more exposure.” - L5 ;
Trade Fair was crowned by the The accolades were a perfect end after starting with a ROCklng a new careex —
) awards ceremony with Dilly & Pink’s very useful breakfast presentation from Giftware Association °
Highly Commended wide range of higyhly-comn¥ercial Chairman Henri Davis on her first-ever visit to the BCTF. BCTF Greetlngs Awa-rds
designs winning the Greetings Card prize. Henri was wearing her retail buyer’s hat to give insights o _ °
Highly Commended Ou? Funny Familyg colourful cartoor?s were higrEI)y into their thought process about what they are looking for nghlv Commended our Funnv Famllv
commended with the linocut illustrations from Curlew Cottage it Antel‘t’; Fr’;gg:;t;p?gd Lh:nﬁxgsgtﬁt:sn: gﬁ)n;rsxﬁzﬁrvsvgm OUR Funny Family will be a new name to although she had never drawn anything before,
getting the commended certificate, and Snapdragon’s laser-cut from a subplior is Som’e one who h‘as reat yro duct that's readers but, having gained nearly 19,000 she had a go at illustrating them herself.
3D cards picking up the judges' special Just Because... award. "3 ® tgl?n e reatgservife na offors Facebook fans in just nine months and with Initially, they were black and white drawings.
Winner While the specialist show dedicated to Britain’s designer- . t.y duct ,fg i 9 toti T‘h t's itl” her cartoons picking up thousands of likes on She shared the first one on her Facebook page in
makers has been running for 43 years, this was only the second new, Innova |ve_ progucts from time o, |m_e. a S_ v ; i ; April 2016. Her friends liked it, so she drew more
time the Greetings Card Awards have been made and they were She also polnted out that preparation Is key, with the need social media, Clare Free decided to launch . ’ .
Highly Commended

part of the presentations at the end of the second day of the fair to understand what products the retailer sells very important,

her designs as cards that focus on the funny ~ BY June her following had grown to around 700
organised by PSM Ltd, which ran over April 2-4 at the Yorkshire as is knowing how their buying cycle works - if they only look

Commended

side of being a parent. and Clare was getting more confident so she tried
Event Centre in Harrogate at Christmas products in January and you submit your items Clare is a well-known rock and blues adding colour to the cartoons. _
The huge range of different designs across more than 70 in March, they won't even be considered for almost a year — guitarist and vocalist with three acclaimed Her ,f°"°‘f"'ng went through the roof: “I just
Just Because... grestings exhibitors out of 430-plus at the fair gave the judges and be clear.ab0ut cost prices and margins. albums under her belt but she felt she was ;:C:Il"ldr_‘ t bellevebhow many _peclfiletitaréed
— Greetings Today editor Tracey Bearton; GCA President Ged And He?"' gave at\’er}’ S'fﬁp:e gxamplf of Tow :jo calcmtjllate away from home too much on tour while her 0 OWE_"Q mg —big Con?pa;m;s cIl eh e ounty
Mace, and retailer Caron Naylor from The Gift House at Blacker mzrg(l)nsf ! y500ur cos ptrlce inc utk:ng Ta'l erla§” ?jn é’futrh |rtne older two children were little. pa:‘ten Ing a dVItcf:}e peop ebs a el'ksdarm(? T]V g
Hall Farm, near Wakefield — a tough task to match their criteria Its o dOor Z dé)?/rA'Cl'en gg)arg'” e re il_er W}: ouble E So, when her third baby came along she cartoons an ey’,were eing liked and share
of originality, commercial viability and wow factor. 0 ana a at 20 per cent, taking the price in the ) all over the world.
Winner 9 ’ shop to £120 was looking for a new career. cl .
i i i : . . are launched her range of cards featuring
Having whittled them down, all stands on the long list were ) o While she was on maternity leave last - Ir
visited at the show at the Yorkshire Event Centre in Harrogate, ) She also spoke on how suppliers can be seen, rﬁgntlonlng ina. Clare had id the cartoons in February 2017, and the British
Highly Commended to come up with a short list from which the winners, who will all  Picking the shows they attend carefully as buyers visit those spring, Liare had some Ideas Craft Trade Fair was her first trade show outing
receive publicity in Greetings Today, were chosen. they feel have relevant exhibitors, appearing in pre-show for cartoons and, to introduce retailers to the concept, where they
The other six who made the shortlist were 1790 Cards, Faye tratcjie press and gatalogue:s_ V\é'th adverts;nd editorial went down very well.
Stephens, Flying Teaspoons, Life & Soul Designs, Lucy Alice submissions, and entering industry awards. “I'm thrilled to bits, and a bit stunned by bein
E Richards, fi the G t's Intellectual y 9
Winner Designs, and Perkins & Morley. 5 mrrtnaoﬁl'c arf ﬁ rorg © ,tzvertnrlﬂen ‘T’Pn © der? Uat highly commended in the awards,” said Clare.
Having received her award from Ged, a delighted Kathy prrgtr:aect)i/t \:?deéo: c;)fvz)eothugr\gsl,entaat:) nsogan ;‘2 seéjr\:vor?the «Pm really enjoying doing the cartoons and I'm
Starr, of Dilly & Pink, said: “We’re over the moon to have won T ) ; ; ”
Highly Commended the Greetin g;/s Today card award at BGTF. it's a very welcome Greetings Today Facebook page, along with more photos delighted other people enjoy them too.
- , . ’ from the show. T: 01473 487467
validation of what we’re doing.
“It does sometimes feel like we'’re in a very crowded market www.bctf.co.uk

www.ourfunnyfamily.co.uk
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