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Editorial

A

Very Happy Christmas to all our members and readers.

Another year at an end, and what a year it has been—again! With
life beginning to return to some degree of normality we can hopefully look forward to things improving still more during 2022.
With so little going on in the County it has, at
times, been difficult to deliver a monthly newsletter, but my sincere thanks must go to those of
you who have contributed—long may it continue.
My thanks also go to the many editors of other
beekeeping newsletters for allowing me to share
their articles and photographs with our West Sussex members through ebees. Ebees provides a
unique library of beekeeping articles from across
the country. Thank you all.
The South and South East of England has experienced a poor year for our bees and a honey crop
generally well down on previous years. Much of
the rest of the country appears to have faired
better as recently reported by BeeCraft. But I am
sure we have all done the very best we can for our bees during a difficult few months.
So now is the time to reflect on the year, plan and anticipate the new year, and put our feet up with family and friends. Enjoy the festive season and Happy Christmas.

General Husbandry Study Group
Following on from the notice in the last Newsletter on this subject,
there has been enough response to proceed with a meeting to discuss what is involved in studying for this qualification.
This meeting will take place in Petworth on Saturday, 11th December.
If you would be interested in attending (with no obligation to take it
further), please contact Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email:
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com

Photograph courtesy of BBKA

The syllabus may look daunting as outlined on the BBKA website:
www.bbka.org.uk/general-husbandry-certificate, but by working together with like-minded members it will be an opportunity to share
skills and identify areas for improvement. It will also be a chance to
brush up your beekeeping and honey skills, and to advance your
knowledge.
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60 Years of Sussex Wildlife Trust
The Sussex Wildlife Trust, one of
46 Wildlife Trusts in the UK, was
established in 1961 and is the largest charity in the County protecting
the wildlife and wild places across
Sussex.
Over 5,000 acres of
land are managed for
nature and supported by over 34,000
members.
This year the conservation charity who
cares about nature in
th
Sussex is celebrating its 60 anniversary.
Enjoy the new film ‘Our Wild Sussex’ made to celebrate
their anniversary.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hT1Tb9IJklE

Honey Harvest
As reported, the South East has generally experienced a poor honey crop this year. Mike Hannay in ‘The Derbyshire Beekeeper’
shares some thoughts.

I’m amazed at how much fake honey enters the retail supply chain. Honey is not a complicated food to
fake, and high fructose syrup resembles honey in a lot of ways. The global honey market has grown from
1.5 million tons produced annually in 2007 to more than 1.9 million tons in 2019 and the market is estimated to be worth $7 billion. At the same time, we’ve seen a decline in honey bee populations which has
led to an increase in honey adulteration to fill the global demand for honey.
Honey is considered to be one of the most adulterated foods after milk and olive oil, with every seventh
jar of honey opened daily around the globe thought to be fake. To put the scale of the issue into perspective, a European survey noted that most honey imported from China into Europe is mixed with syrup. In
2018, a study of British supermarket honey products found 10 out of 11
products failed the tests due to suspected sugar adulteration. In the US,
commercial beekeepers have taken legal action against the country’s
largest honey importers and packers for allegedly flooding the market
with hundreds of thousands of tons of ‘fake’ honey.

As the demand for honey products stays robust but authentic honey supplies dwindle, the issue of counterfeit honey will continue to worsen.
Devon BKA has two Propositions raised at the ADM in January on the subject of adulterated honey entering the UK market.
With thanks to Derbyshire Beekeepers for the Honey Harvest article via ebees.
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Chairman’s Chat
Chairman, Roger Patterson writes for the County News.

I

was recently asked by a newish Wisborough Green
BKA member what the relevance was of WSBKA and
BBKA to the WGBKA members. It seemed a reasonable
question that I feel it is important that members know,
so I looked at our own website and those of others at random throughout the
country to see what information there was. I soon realised that BKAs aren’t very
good at informing their membership about the organisational structure of beekeeping. That included Wisborough Green. Several mention the county BKA and
BBKA, but usually with little or no explanation. Some of it is erroneous anyway.
I wrote about it in the Wisborough Green BKA newsletter. It is now placed on the website Microsoft
Word - Beekeeping organisations and their relevance (wgbka.org.uk). It is relevant to all WSBKA members, whichever Division they belong to, just transpose yours for Wisborough Green.
In theory the whole organisation is democratic. The policy of BBKA is determined by their members
through their elected delegate. Propositions are sent to BBKA, which are debated and voted upon at the
Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) that will be held on 15th January. The papers can be found on the BBKA
website Welcome | BBKA News. Have a look and if you have any views, then discuss them with your Divisional delegate.

Roger
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Asian Hornet in Hampshire
A report of an Asian hornet in the Portsmouth area was
received via the ‘Asian Hornet Watch’ App on 29th October. The report was accompanied by clear photographs,
allowing National Bee Unit inspectors to follow up the
sighting quickly.
An Asian hornet nest was located in a tree on Saturday
30th October and the nest was killed on Sunday 31st October. The nest was sent to Fera for analysis and monitoring has continued in the area supported by local beekeepers.
Further information regarding Asian hornet can be found on Defra's Asian Hornet sightings page and on
the BeeBase Asian hornet page. Use the ‘Asian hornet Watch’ app for Android and iPhone to report
sightings.
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Around the Divisions
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise
the organiser if you plan to attend.

Central Sussex Division
Full details of the Division’s activities from: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Division’s website:
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk

Chichester Division
Thursday 16th December - ‘Christmas Social and Honey Tasting‘ at the Fishbourne
Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.
Further
details
of
the
Division’s
activities
from:
Ray
Green,
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.

Wisborough Green Division
Details of the Division’s activities from: Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk
www.wgbka.org.uk. The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed on their website:
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html

or website:

Worthing Division
Thursday 9th December - ‘Meeting and Christmas Social’. The evening’s speaker is Daisy Day on ‘Plants & Bees - what they like and how they forage’. The Glebelands Centre,
Greystoke Road, Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm.
Further details from: Debra Edwards, dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: www.worthing-beekeepers.org

‘Share your Division’s activities with readers of the County News’

... and a Date for your Diary
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th April 2022 - ‘BBKA Spring Convention 2022’. Harper Adams University,
Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB. Full details:

www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention
We are on facebook so if you would like your events featured please send details to the Editor.
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...and finally

Remember to recycle your used postage stamps to
support the work of Canine Partners in Heyshott.
For full details: caninepartners.org.uk/recycle-usedpostage-stamps/

And details of the Carol Service
in Arundel Cathedral on Thursday 16th December can be
found on the charity’s website:
https://caninepartners.org.uk/
event/arundel-carol-service/

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER
Thanks to all this month’s contributors. If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary. Likewise, if you would like
to contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to:
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of the preceding month.
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

We’re on the web:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available
on the website.
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