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A

fter
a
break of 3
years the Association’s Auction & Bee Market is back!
This 46th event
will be held on
Saturday 23rd
April. The venue is again
Chichester College’s Brinsbury
Campus
in
Pulborough.
Full details and an Entry Form will be available on the website within the next
few days. But in the meantime, it’s time to take stock of all that surplus beekeeping equipment you may wish to sell at the Auction. Remember, the
equipment must be clean and in a saleable condition. Any bees offered for
sale must have been inspected by the Regional or Seasonal Bee Inspector
within 14 days of the Auction.
I have already received a number of questions about the event and I have
even received our first Lots to auction—and our first volunteers!
A large team of volunteers will be required to manage this event and ensure
a successful experience for the Association, buyers and sellers. So if you can
offer some time please contact me.

Graham

secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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Portsmouth Beekeepers’ Spring Convention
To be held on Saturday 9th April at
Trafalgar School, London Road,
Portsmouth, PO2 9RJ
Speakers included Andy Willis-Barnes on
‘Plants for Beekeepers’ and Dr Patrick
Yong on ‘Bee Venom Allergy’.
Workshops will be held during the afternoon on a variety of subjects including ‘Anaphylactic Shock’,
‘Splitting a Hive’, ‘Multi-queen colonies’, ‘Microscopy’ and more.
Tickets for non-members are £12:50 in advance or £15 on the day (lunch included) and are available from
Wendy Gilbert: wendygilbert48@hotmail.co.uk
https://portsmouthbeekeepers.co.uk/

Sherriff Clothing Discount
Beekeeping Supplies UK Ltd is an authorised supplier of
Sherriff clothing and are offering West Sussex members
a 12.5% discount on the following Sherriff products:
Apiarist All-in-One Suits
Honey Rustler Jackets
Countryman Beekeeper’s Smocks
Trousers
Handy Hood Beekeeper’s Veils
Bee Farmer Vests and Hoods
Orders must be placed on their website www.beekeepingsuppliesuk.com
And the following code entered at the checkout to activate the 12.5% discount: SHERRIFF2022

West Sussex BKA Annual General Meeting
The Association’s 49th Annual General Meeting will take place next month.
This will be a ‘Zoom’ event starting at 6:30pm on Wednesday 23rd March.
Full details will be in next month’s Newsletter and it will be an opportunity to
have your say on how your Association is managed and administered. There
will also be an the opportunity to take an active part with all the executive
roles coming up for election.
Watch for the details next month.
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South East England Annual Report
This represents a very brief excerpt from Dan Etheridge’s 2021 Season Annual Report for the
NBU. Dan is currently Regional Bee Inspector for South East England while Sandra Gray is
elsewhere in APHA until the spring. His full report can be viewed here.

The levels of European Foulbrood continue to be a problem for us in the
South East region with a particular hot spot in the Greater London Area. It is
vitally important that swarm control, careful management of collected
swarms, and biosecurity/barrier management remain in the front of mind for beekeepers to manage this.
The beekeeping season began with a reasonable April followed by a very cold and wet May. The worst in
living memory as I was told by a 90-year-old beekeeper. In much of the region the bees had gathered
minimal nectar, and many beekeepers had to resort to supplementary
feeding to avoid starvation, but inevitably we did have many reports of
The levels of European
starvation at a time of year when forage is normally in abundance.

Foulbrood continue to

The weather improved throughout late May and June and colonies took
advantage and gained strength rapidly as the nectar flow took off with a
be a problem for us in
bang. Many of the stronger colonies had been laying in wait with
charged queen cells waiting for a weather window and many colonies
the South East region
swarmed in a short space of time. Colonies that did not do this seemed
to hold off from swarming all together resulting in a relatively low
swarm year for most in our area. As a result, we noticed an increase in Varroa later in the season as
many hives continued to raise brood all season. Issues such as missing queens and poorly mated and
drone laying queens were commonplace.
July was very hot, and the bees were able to accumulate large honey stores assuming that the beekeeper
had given them enough space to do so. Honey harvests were highly variable with reports of everything
from exceptionally poor to very good.
August continued to be warm and dry, but the main flow was over.

In September and October, the ivy flowered well and was a good nectar source for the bees.

Dan Etheridge
Regional Bee Inspector, South East England
(Greater London, Surrey, West Sussex, East Sussex, Kent)
National Bee Unit
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA)
Telephone: Mobile: 07979 119376 Email: Daniel.Etheridge@apha.gov.uk
Website: www.gov.uk/apha | Twitter: @APHAgovuk | Facebook: aphagov
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Use of Neonicotinoids on Sugar Beet
You are probably aware that a derogation has been approved by the Minister for Agriculture allowing the use of a banned pesticide (Cruiser SB:
Thiamethoxam, a neonicotinoid) to be used on sugar beet in 2022. This
pesticide will be applied to seed as a dressing before planting if a high
aphid count is seen. Aphids carry a virus known as Yellows which adversely affects some crops.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/neonicotinoid-product-as-seedtreatment-for-sugar-beet-emergency-authorisation-application/statement
-of-reasons-for-the-decision-on-the-application-for-emergencyauthorisation-for-the-use-of-cruiser-sb-on-sugar-beet-crops-in-2022
If there is an issue with the hyperlink copy & paste into your browser
The BBKA is totally opposed to the use of this and similar pesticides due to their effect on not only honey
bees but other pollinators, and the wider environment. The BBKA has considered the use of the HMG
petition system, however, with a decision due on the 1st March 2022, we believe that sufficient time does
not exist for a petition to be raised. As this matter is urgent, will you please register your opposition
to the use of this type of chemical by signing any petition which opposes the use of any of such damaging pesticides.
.
A petition has been started on the government website. Enough signatures on this link https://
petition.parliament.uk/petitions/606788 forces the government to discuss it in the House of Commons.
Two other such petitions are
www.greenpeace.org.uk/news/bee-killing-pesticides-comeback-george-eustice/
https://party.coop/bee?mc_cid=56537078b8
The ‘precautions’ for the use of this chemical to ‘protect’ pollinators is to ban any flowering crops (or
ground cover) in the soil where this treated seed is used for a period of 32 months following the crop
planting and the use of herbicides to prevent flowering of any weeds (wildflowers?).
Therefore, there cannot be any forage for Bees or other Pollinators for 3 years in any land used to grow
crops treated with this chemical. This will be effectively at best a green monoculture with no forage for
any pollinator. If any pollinators survive they will STARVE.
Please express your opposition to the use of this chemical by supporting any suitable petition and writing
to your MP. You can find the contact details for your MP by using the link and entering your postcode.
https://members.parliament.uk/members/Commons
Thank you

Stephen Barnes
BBKA Chair

Page 4

Chairman’s Chat
Chairman, Roger Patterson writes for the County News.

I

previously mentioned the BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting that took place on
15th January. There should be a report in BBKA news, but I mention a resolution that is an important issue for all beekeepers.
In 2015, West Sussex BKA submitted a successful proposition that BBKA seek a
ban on the importation of honey bees. In view of Brexit, biosecurity and imports
not being well suited to UK conditions, there was a resolution from Hampshire
BKA to re-affirm the previous decision and with a few carefully chosen words,
strengthened it. We will see what happens.
If we support a ban, then we should be prepared to offer an alternative to buying queens. This is the
reason for the Wisborough Green BKA initiative to help West Sussex beekeepers assess their colonies
and raise queens from locally adapted stock, details of which should be circulated to all Divisions. Each
participant should have a queen to take home. Without much publicity, there is already a good level of
interest. Please register any interest quickly.

Roger
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

It would be interesting to know how many members currently rely on imported queens to support their
apiaries. Please get in touch if you can. Ed. secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

BBKA Spring Convention
Booking is now open for the Spring Convention.
Friday 8th – Sunday 10th April at Harper Adams University,
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.
Lectures, Workshops and Seminars covering a wide range of
practical and scientific topics, directed at all levels of experience, presented by leading experts.
Bumper Trade Show on Saturday 9th April.
Speakers and Tutors include; Marin Anastasov, Mark Barnett, Shirley and Richard Bond, Norman Carreck,
Lars Chittka, Celia Davis, Joyce Nisbet, Juliet Osborne, Julian Parker, Sara Robb, Nigel Semmence, Jo Widdicombe, Geraldine Wright, and more...

For further information, and to book from 31st January see the Spring Convention pages at
www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention
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Around the Divisions
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan
to attend. All planned meetings are subject to any new Covid restrictions. Please check with the organisers nearer the time.

Central Sussex Division
Full details of the Division’s activities from: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Division’s website:
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk

Chichester Division
Thursday 17th February - Monthly Meeting on ‘Zoom’ at 7:30pm.
Further details of the Division’s activities from: Ray Green,
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website:
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.

Wisborough Green Division
Details of the Division’s activities from: Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk
www.wgbka.org.uk. The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded here:
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html

or website:

Worthing Division
Thursday 10th February - Monthly Meeting at the Glebelands Centre, Greystoke Road,
Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm.
Further details from: Debra Edwards, dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: www.worthing-beekeepers.org

‘Share your Division’s activities with readers of the County News’

...and Dates for your Diary
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th April 2022 - ‘BBKA Spring Convention 2022’. Harper Adams University,
Newport, Shropshire, TF10 8NB. Full details:
www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention

Saturday 9th April - ‘Portsmouth Beekeepers’ Spring Convention’. Trafalgar School, London Road,
Portsmouth, PO2 2RJ. See details in this month’s newsletter.

Saturday 23rd April - WSBKA Bee Market & Auction. Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough, RH20 1DL
See the lead article in this newsletter. Further details:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
We are on facebook so if you would like your events featured please send details to the Editor.
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...and finally
National Honey Monitoring Scheme
Those members who subscribe to the NHMS will already be aware of the survey
the Scheme is asking us to complete. We are asked to take part in a short, anonymous survey to collect your views on adding new functions to the Scheme. These
are aimed at helping you collect, manage and retrieve data on bee husbandry,
and increasing the capabilities of the Scheme to measure our local environment,
including analysis of pesticide residues. Finally, they are interested to hear your
views on taking part in future research on honey bees and wild pollinators.
The link to the on-line survey is here:
https://ceh-online-surveys.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/national-honey-monitoring-scheme-survey

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER
Thanks to all this month’s contributors. If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary. Likewise, if you would like
to contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to:
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of the preceding month.
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

We’re on the web:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available
on the website.
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