WSBKA Bee Market & Auction
April 2022

S

ATURDAY 23rd APRIL will see us returning to Brinsbury Cam-

pus after three years for our 46th Annual Bee Market & Auction.
Over 250 lots have already been registered for sale.
Sue Cooper is again running the PLANT STALL and is in need of
plants to sell, so if you can help please contact Sue on e-mail:
woodbugs23@gmail.com

West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER

WE STILL NEED A SMALL ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS to organise
the Lots, assist vendors and buyers, help in the Auction Ring, support
the admin team and brew the tea! So if you can spare some time
please contact me with your preferences for working inside or out and
times of the day you are available.
Perhaps you are able to support the
TOMBOLA? Worthing Division is
collecting prizes, or just bring those
unwanted gifts along on the day.
If you have EQUIPMENT TO SELL
please complete the details by downloading the Entry Form and Guidance
Notes as soon as you can as we will
not accept further Lots once we
reach capacity.
Thank you as always for your generous support.

Graham
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
Further details: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html
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Prof. Dr. Robert Paxton Lectures - What’s Killing Our Bees?
Many will be aware of the excellent lectures given by the eminent
Robert Paxton. But for anyone yet to view his presentations on
YouTube the links are here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Z1hN1zbfFg.
The second lecture was given online to BBKA members back in February: www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9N4EZMCwGA
These lectures by Prof. Dr. Robert Paxton, Martin Luther University of
Halle-Wittenberg in Germany is an insight into the way viruses affect
bees and the research that has shown their impact on our colonies.
He is a leading world authority on the effect of viruses on bees and
has used some of his own research material and that of his group giving a valuable insight into both his own and his group’s research results. Viruses are probably the most serious threat to honey bees worldwide and Prof. Paxton’s research
will contribute to understanding the impact they have on bees and other species and how they may be
controlled.

BBVA Webinars
The British Bee Veterinary Association investigates the possibility of designing vaccines for our bees which will help to keep our pollinator populations healthier in the future.
Dalial Freitak, Associate Professor at the Institute of Biology, Karl Franzens
University of Graz, Austria is presenting a webinar on Wednesday 6th April
at 8pm.
Other webinars follow on 13th April and 20th April by Dr Úna FitzPatrick,
Senior Ecologist, National Biodiversity Data Centre, Ireland and Professor
Stephen Martin, Chair in Social Entomology, University of Salford, UK.

To register for any or all of the presentations view the BBVA website: https://britishbeevets.com/

BBKA Spring Convention
A REMINDER that the event is just a week away. Friday
8th - Sunday 10th April at Harper Adams University,
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.
Lecture programme starts 10am daily with a wide range of
practical and scientific topics, for all levels of experience.
With a three-day or single-day Wristband Ticket (not Trade Show only) there is no further charge for lectures.
Trade Show Saturday 9th April only £6.
For full details: www.bbka.org.uk/spring-convention-2022-updates
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BBKA Survey & Bee Calendar
Please complete this very quick survey about how we use social media:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1BqcZN5OOclRZsW4i-f6DFljnEeBPgjVckDafsH_FBtiakQ/viewform

And some dates for your diary: World Bee Day 20th May, Pollinator Week 20th-26th
June, Solitarybeeweek.com 27th June - 3rd July, Bees Needs Week 11th-17th July (TBC),
and Asian Hornet Week 5th-11th September.
What is planned for World Bee Day, Bees Needs Week, and any of the other events listed on the Bee calendar? BBKA would like to share what you have planned to inspire other associations.
For example, Harrogate BKA is opening its new apiary at RHS Harlow Carr on World Bee Day. Whether
you're just planning to have a stand at the local market to tell people about the importance of bees or
hold an event, please let BBKA know as soon as possible. The Association would like to have a page
where they can share all members’ events for these celebrations of bees.

BBKA News Editor Vacancy
The BBKA is seeking a new editor for BBKA News. After doing a superb job for thirty years as our editor,
Sharon Blake has decided to pass the magazine on to someone else. BBKA News is expected to provide a
wide range of content suitable to meet the needs of beekeepers who will have a range of experience.
The editor is responsible for the content and production of BBKA News and reports to the BBKA editorial
team.
We anticipate the editor will be an active and experienced beekeeper with a sound knowledge of beekeeping practice and beekeeping policies. The role involves generating ideas for articles in line with BBKA
policy; commissioning and obtaining these in a timely manner according to the publication schedule; liaising with authors and the production team and evaluating the proofs. The production schedule is set and
agreed with the editorial team, printers and distributors and the editor will need to be comfortable working as part of a team. Relevant editorial experience is essential, as is a good eye for detail. Applicants
should be confident that they can fulfil these requirements.
Interested applicants are invited to submit a curriculum vitae and a minimum of two references. Interviewed applicants will also be asked to pitch their ideas on how they see the development of
BBKA News going forward. This position is on a self-employed contract basis, terms of which will be negotiated.
If you think you can take on the role and are interested in receiving further details on the job description
and remuneration package or wish to apply, please contact Leigh Sidaway, General Manager at
gen.manager@bbka.org.uk or by phone: 02476 696679 ext. 2005.
Closing date for applications is 20th May and interviews will be held at the BBKA office, Stoneleigh on
Wednesday 8th June.

Stephen Barnes

BBKA Chair
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BBKA Training Courses
Advanced Husbandry Assessment Preparation Training
An intensive residential course of three days, with high tutor to student ratio, providing time and space
for both tutor to student, as well as student to student interactions.
The participants are required to hold the BBKA General Husbandry Certificate and to be eligible to take
the Advanced Husbandry Assessment in the near future.
Friday 15th - Sunday 17th July. Course fee is £350 per person including accommodation and meals.

General Husbandry Assessment Preparation Training
A programme of 20 hours over three days.
The participants are required to hold the BBKA Basic Certificate and to be eligible to take the General Husbandry Assessment in 2023.
Saturday 30th April - Sunday 1st May & 22nd May for apiary practical. Course fee is £150 per person.
Lunch is NOT included.
All training days will be at Stoneleigh, Warwickshire and will cover both theoretical and practical aspects
of the Assessments, aiming to give the participants an understanding of what the Assessments entails and
what they need to do to be successful. Maximum of 12 participants on each training course.

Honey Bee Health
This course is tailored to the BBKA Honey Bee Health Assessment and will be delivered by Master Beekeepers; tutors who have expertise in this area. They are designed to give beekeepers confidence in their
skills and knowledge which will be useful for Assessments. They will provide practice in manipulations
(without bees), a forum for discussion; and recommend relevant reading, in addition to improving individual recognition of honey bee pests and disease. The course will equip individuals with understanding of
the management of honey bees diseases that may affect colonies.
Saturday 30th July at Stoneleigh. Course fee is £25 and lunch is NOT provided. Participants should ideally posses the BBKA Basic Certificate and have kept bees for at least 2 years. Maximum of 12 participants.

Des Res for Honey Bees
Two potential sites for colonies are offered this month.
The first is in West Chiltington. Short on detail but any member wishing to investigate further should contact me in the
first instance: secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk .
And the second is in Wick, Littlehampton. Two south-facing
acres available for a small number of colonies. With parking
and easy access.
Contact David Farrer-Brown: farrerbrowndavid2@gmail.com
or by telephone: 01903 724129
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Chairman’s Chat
Chairman, Roger Patterson writes for the County News.

N

ews from the beekeeping world is looking very positive, with all West Sussex BKA Divisions planning full summer programmes. The last two years of
inactivity created a learning gap that means new beekeepers have some catching
up to do.
All Divisions have teaching apiaries, so I encourage members to attend meetings
as often as they can. You will learn far more by looking inside a beehive than
from reading a book or watching a video. I suspect the initial enthusiasm may
mean a bit of overload for apiary managers, teachers and demonstrators, so
please be patient and help reduce their work by helping with preparation and
clearing up afterwards.
I understand the number of lots already booked into the auction are high, so there should be a good
amount of equipment available. There is help needed on the day, so please volunteer if you can spend a
little time. Even if you haven’t been to the auction before, you can still make a contribution, as much is
quite straightforward. If you are new to beekeeping, the auction is interesting, as there is usually plenty
to see and do and other beekeepers to speak to.

Roger
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Student Survey
Are you able to spend a few minutes to help Tatum with her survey?

Hi, my name is Tatum Anwyl,
I’m currently in year 12, first year of A levels at Bishop Luffa School, Chichester, and for
one of my options I have chosen to do an EPQ. This includes picking any topic of your
choice and creating a questionnaire, I have taken an interest in the decline of honey
bees. For the past 3 years I have helped my mum with her beehives, marking the
queens and checking out the combs as well as spinning out the honey. I have always loved bees and have
been a member of a bee society from the age of 10 years. The decline of the honey bee is becoming
widely acknowledged by environmentalists and the general public and there is plenty of data to read.
However, I would love to hear from other beekeepers and gain some insights into your personal experiences so that I can help bring more attention to this important topic. All the data collected will be anonymised and I will feedback a summary of my findings to you all through the County Newsletter.
Please find the link below to the 8 question survey (it should take a maximum of 10 minutes).
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdp0fx4vZiVV-o6SfsmsMugQEy3jXxVkDNbpuvrt7-UfuZK4Q/
viewform?usp=sf_link
I thank you in advance for your help and look forward to sharing a summary of the EPQ project findings
with you later in the year. Happy beekeeping!

Tatum Anwyl
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Around the Divisions
All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan
to attend.

Central Sussex Division
Full details of the Division’s activities from: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Division’s website:
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk

Chichester Division
Wednesday 20th April - ‘CBKA April Meeting’ at 7:30pm. at the Boxgrove Village Hall,
The Street, Boxgrove, PO18 0EE.
Further details of the Division’s activities from: Ray Green, secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the
Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk.

Wisborough Green Division
Details of the Division’s activities from Martina Hendry, secretary@wgbka.org.uk
www.wgbka.org.uk. The Division’s Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded here:
www.wgbka.org.uk/Newsletters.html

or website:

Worthing Division
Thursday 14th April - ‘WBKA April Meeting’ at the Glebelands Centre, Greystoke Road,
Ferring, BN12 5JL at 7:45pm.
Further details from: Debra Edwards, dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: www.worthing-beekeepers.org

‘Share your Division’s activities with readers of the County News’

...and Dates for your Diary
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th April - ‘BBKA Spring Convention 2022’. Harper Adams University, Newport,
Shropshire, TF10 8NB. Full details: www.bbka.org.uk/pages/category/about-spring-convention

Saturday 9th April - ‘Portsmouth Beekeepers’ Spring Convention’. Trafalgar School, London Road,
Portsmouth, PO2 2RJ. See details in last month’s Newsletter.

Saturday 23rd April - WSBKA Bee Market & Auction. Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough, RH20 1DL.
See details in this and previous Newsletters. www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/auction.html

We are on facebook so if you would like your events featured please send details to the Editor.
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...and finally
Sussex (East) Beekeepers’ Association Beemarket
A further date for your Diary.
st

The Sussex Beekeepers’ Association Beemarket takes place on Saturday 21 May at
Heathfield Community College, Cade Street, Heathfield, TN21 8RJ.
Further details will be available shortly.
Visit Sussex Beekeepers’ website: https://sussexbeeorguk.wordpress.com/future-events-2021/

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER
Thanks to all this month’s contributors. If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary. Likewise, if you would like
to contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to:
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of the preceding month.
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

We’re on the web:
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available
on the website.
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