HOSPICE AT HOME
Meet the team who provide care and support for patients and their families at home. This service started in 2009 when we supported 9
families. In 2018, 9 years on, we supported 108 families giving a total of 13,491 hours of care and support. This does not include
co-ordinators on call or administration support. The combined total of years of experience, of 27 nurses, is 695 years of which 105
years is with Hospice at Home. This team is not just nursing professionals but people too, they are wives, husbands, mums, grandparents who also have a very busy home life. Their outside hobbies and interests are varied and sometimes diverse, but this enables them
to find some time for themselves to recharge their batteries. Here are some examples of how they achieve that.







Walking dotty my dog in the
Forest
Cross-stitching
Meeting with family and friends.
Walking - Long Distance (230
miles!!!)
Gardening
Traction Engines









Park Run
Gym
Cross Fit
Sewing
Baking
Eating
Pilates & Yoga









Running a Small
Holding
Birds
Wildlife
Cooking
Being Outdoors
Chickens
Swimming








Music
Travel
Church
Sewing
Car Rally’s
Looking after GrandChildren.

2019 Newsletter
Summer Issue
Registered Charity No. 1078186

Ruth Keeble
CEO

FROM LITTLE ACORNS
TO GREAT OAKS

We have certainly had all the elements against us over the last few
months. Thankfully we managed to reschedule both the Moonlight
Walk and the Hospice Fete. Both were very well attended and
raised fantastic sums of money. Many thanks to all those who rearranged their plans to support us at these fundraising events.

A M e s s ag e f r o m t h e Pr e s i d en t
A n d Vi c e Pr e s i d e n t of G r e a t O ak s

MEET THE TEAM
We have this year said a fond farewell to our chairman, Ceri Evans, who
has retired from his post
that he has held since the
opening of the hospice.
Sue Williams has been
appointed to the role,
and we all wish her well.
A rose once grew where all could see
Sheltered beside a garden wall
And as the days passed swiftly by
It spread its branches, straight and
tall

The staff and volunteers held a tea
party to say farewell to Ceri who
will be greatly missed for his dedication and support to the hospice
during his time as Chairman. He
was
presented
with a leather
bound Album of memories, and a
tree was planted in his honour. A
beautiful cake was made for all to
share.

One day, a beam of light shone
through a crevice that had opened
wide
The rose bent gently toward its
warmth then passed beyond to the
other side
Now you who deeply feel its loss be
comforted the rose blooms there
its beauty even greater now,
nurtured by God’s own loving care.

1st
Vintage Tea Party - Lydney Town Hall
7th
Disco, Funk & Soul Vinyl Night-Belfry
20th
Golf Day - Lydney Golf Club
27th
Music Quiz- Forest Hills Golf Club

OCTOBER
5th
Gin with a Swing-Hillside Brewery
12th—25th
Pop Up Charity Shop-Ross on Wye
18th
Fashion Show—Hillside Brewery
26th
Hollywood Glamour Ball
Glewstone Court

We attend numerous events and
talk with many people on behalf
of Great Oaks. We never cease
to be amazed by the unwavering,
overwhelming and loyal support
of our very special community.
So, it was such a joy for us to
greet so many folk at this year’s
fete, the somewhat inclement
weather, squally showers and
thundery rain! Again!!! There
was just such an amazing atmosphere as everyone squeezed their

Thank you Ceri, happy retirement and best wishes
from all at Great Oaks.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SEPTEMBER

way around the now mainly indoor stalls,
found a space to enjoy sumptuous refreshments to delightful entertainment and even
relaxed with hand massages!!

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
1st
Halloween Disco—Bells Hotel
9th
Christmas Bazaar - Great Oaks
16th
007 themed Gala Dinner - Speech House
23rd
50/60s Night Bishopswood Village Hall
1st December
Candlelight Supper—Forest Hills

Jake has been a keen Great Oaks volunteer for many years helping in any
way he can, along with his grandparents in the Lydney shop. In recent
years he has organised a cake sale,
baking cakes himself or encouraging
other volunteers to help and this has
proved to be an excellent fundraiser for
the shop.
Jake was put forward for the Robert
Nairac award for young fundraisers
which he won and was very excited
(nearly as excited as his Grandparents)
when presented with the plaque at
Gloucester Cathedral by the Lord Lieutenant of Gloucester.

Well Done Jake and
Thank you

As we looked, we recognised families of
those the hospice has helped care for over
the years, we chatted with people who
came for help during difficult times but are
now well again and we met those for whom
Great Oaks is currently an important part of
their lives.
We thank everyone who contributed in so
many ways and especially our youngest
volunteers, Jake and Josh who captivated
everyone with their playing card game and
chocolate tombola.
Everyone was certainly a winner!!! It was
that sort of day!!

Hello my name is Ceph and I volunteer at the Mitchelden shop.
My role is to get the donated watches ready for sale by changing
the batteries, checking they keep time and minor repairs.
I started taking things apart when I was two years old and now at
ten I like to take apart things like phones, tablets and other electronics. For example: I like to take apart tablets that are not
working and fix them. If however I cannot get them to work, I
will take the battery out, recycle it and keep a few other things
like camera, speaker etc. to use on other projects.
I do most of my repair work in my bedroom on my bureau mainly because I have 3 little brothers so I have to keep all my components and tools away from them!
I am currently home educated and like to
tie in my interest in technology and electronics into my studies whenever I can but
I have also been studying businesses and
communities so volunteering is also giving me valuable insight into working as
part of a bigger team.
Thank you Ceph

We are so grateful for all the support from the local community in the
various ways that funds have been raised. As you can see below lots of
fun has been had whilst raising money for Great Oaks. THANK YOU

HOSPICE FETE
Despite the weather the volunteers,
staff and local community braved
the elements and we raised over
£5,000 Thank You

V O L U N T E E R I N G

“Hospice Volunteers demonstrate the best of human kindness in action”
.

Have you got a little time for us,
as we have a lot of time for you.
The annual volunteers garden party
held on July 15th was attended by
73 volunteers from varied roles
across the hospice services and
shops. The sun shone allowing the
beautiful hospice grounds to be appreciated in their glory. A welcome
and address was made by Sue Williams (Chair of the hospice trustees
board) and Ruth Keeble (Executive
manager). Ellen Ralphs (volunteer
services coordinator) also thanked
all the volunteers for everything
they do and reiterated the hospice
would not be able to provide the
high standard of care that they do
without their support. Take Six
choir provided the entertainment
singing several choices from their
repertoire and delighting everyone.
A wonderful tea was provided by
chef Jan and her team of hospice
helpers as a small way of thanking
our volunteers for their ongoing
support.
Our six shops and fundraising team
desperately need more volunteers to
join them. If you are interested, or
know of anyone who may be able
to offer a few hours of their time to
help, please contact Ellen Ralphs
on 01594 811910

