Valley Arts and Crafts
Annual General Meeting
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 30 th 2013
at the Methodist Church Hall, Welshpool at 7.30pm
Apologies:
Vicki Cockcroft, Sylvia Hurst, Deb English, Jen Owen, Bronwyn Strugnell, Lena Jones, Ineke Swankhuisen, Penny
Vingoe
Members Present:
Angela and Ivor Hawkins, Stuart and Pam Parnell, Richard and Jan Baddiley, Ted and Diana Rogers, Marie Ashton,
Dot Weston, Shirley Morris, Tony Caplin, Becca Tansley, Elaine and Philip Tulley, Daphne Bursell, Hilda Fix, Lin and
Joe Isherwood, David Young,
Minutes of the last AGM: Approved
Chairman’s Report:
Hilda welcomed the group to the meeting. She reported that the shop had managed an increase in sales last year of
17% which as she pointed out was wonderful, considering we are in a recession, selling goods at the luxury end of
the market and do not have passing trade. We do however require more stock in the shop so members please take
note. Hilda also pointed out for those that were unaware that we now have a ring binder in the shop which is on
display to the public with an A4 sheet of paper from each member with information about themselves and what they
do. If members haven’t already added a page, please do so. Over the last year we have been fortunate enough to
have VAC badges made for us by Penny Vingoe and there are more available should you require one. Penny has also
worked hard during last year to produce a wonderful web site for us. She is also going to gather web statistics to
discover how much traffic the site has and will at report each meeting. Hilda also pointed out that Angela has a book
for press cuttings, photographs etc., so if you have anything of interest about the group to pass on please do so.
Hilda concluded her report by proposing a vote of thanks to Pam and Angela and Richard for all their hard work in
keeping the group running smoothly.
Treasurer’s Report:
Angela reported that the bank balances as of today are:
High Interest Account: £1610.34 and the ordinary account £1674.64. She also reported that 42 members have so
far renewed their membership. There are still quite a lot of members who have yet to pay and need to be reminded
that if they have stock in the shop then technically they are not insured if they haven’t renewed their membership.
Please do so as soon as possible or stock will have to be removed from the shop.

Appointment of Officers:
Hilda told the members that she was very disappointed at the lack of response to voting in a new committee. With
the exception of one or two members the committee are the only people who bothered to propose someone. The
proposals are as follows:
Post
Chairman
Deputy Chairman
Treasurer
Secretary
Web Master
Press Officer

Person
Hilda Fix
Richard Baddiley
Angela Hawkins
Pam Parnell
Penny Vingoe
Ivor Hawkins

Proposer
Pam Parnell
Hilda Fix
Stuart Parnell
Hilda Fix
Marge Youden
Angela Hawkins

Seconded by
Becca Tansley
Jan Baddiley
Dot Weston
Shirley Morris
Richard Baddiley
Pam Parnell

Honorarium:
It was decided that the Honorarium which was paid to Angela and Pam last year to go part way to covering the cost
of phone calls, paper, printing ink, stamps and envelopes etc. should remain in place and Becca suggested that this
should be raised in line with inflation. Hilda proposed a sum of £35 and this was agreed by all parties. Pam and
Angela thanked the meeting.
Any other business:

Ivor suggested that maybe we should set a time scale for serving members of the committee but it was agreed that
this would not be of any help as the membership seemed reluctant to come forward.

Ordinary Meeting
Chairman’s Report:
Hilda reported that the VAC Art and Craft Sale held at Llangynog on Saturday 27 th April was a success. There were
not as many visitors as hoped but most members sold goods. Hilda also reported that we have had notification from
the Llanfyllin show to say that the £30 fee for erecting our marquee on the site will stay the same this year but
unfortunately they will only be supplying 2 free entry passes to our group. It was discussed and the decision was
taken that unless we were given free passes as exhibitors then we would not be attending the event. Angela was
going to contact them and report back to the group. It was decided that the group should maybe consider holding
another sale at Llanymynech around mid to late October this year. Pam will look into this and report back. Hilda
also talked about some members combining forces to attend some bigger shows where the fees would prohibit one
person on their own. If anyone is interested in this idea then please let us know. Pam and Hilda had a casual
meeting over coffee and discussed the idea that the meetings need to be much more focused on the art and craft
side of business and the reason we are grouped together. There are several ways of doing this, members can offer
to give a short 20 minute or so demonstration on what they do or let others members try with a hands on
experience where possible. This should take place after each meeting over a cup of tea or coffee making the whole
feeling of the meetings more friendly and making other members more approachable. Many members are unaware
of what other members actually do. We would therefore like to kick things off by asking all members to bring along
one item to the next meeting to show other members what they do. We could have competitions which could be
set at each meeting ready for the next one. We could also have a show and tell table where any member who has a
special sale or wins a prize or has something special to tell. Hilda and Pam kicked this off tonight. Hilda brought
along a crocheted cat suit which she made years ago to show other members and Pam brought along a collection of
items which she won prizes for at the Llanfyllin show last year including the Women’s Institutes cup for the best
entry in the show. Group outings were also discussed and again if someone has an idea please let us know. The
December meeting was also identified as a reason to have a Christmas Party with each member bringing a plate of
food. This could be placed on the website so everyone knew what everyone else was bringing and we wouldn’t end
up with 50 plates of egg sandwiches! Any other ideas will be gratefully accepted.
Treasurer’s Report:
Unfortunately because we had to cancel the last meeting due to the bad snow, nobody informed the town hall that
we would not need the room and we were billed for it. Angela questioned this under the circumstances and was
told that we wouldn’t have to pay. So thank you to Welshpool town council and of course Angela!
Advertising:
We have placed an advert in the ‘Discover Mid Wales’ brochure and Angela managed to arrange a 50% reduction in
the price. ‘Well done Angela’. We have also decided to take out another full page advert in the Llanfair Show
brochure at a cost of £50.
Upcoming Events:

St Illiogs Church, Hirnant: Art and Craft Sale with cream tea and coffee of Saturday 17 th August. Contact Kathy on
01691 870430 or kathyfronlas@gmail.com.

Llanwddyn day of Folk and Acoustic Music:
We have been asked if we would like to attend this event with our marquee. We may consider this but it would
depend on how many members are interested in taking part and how many members would be prepared to erect
the marquee the day before the event and as usual, all members participating would be expected to help both erect
and take down after the show. In order to let them know, interested member should contact Pam as soon as
possible at sparnell115@aol.com or by phone 01691860188. All the details regarding the show are here below for
you to read.

Any other business:
Rachael Montgomery who was one of our members has a glass cabinet in the shop and she has very kindly offered to
sell it to us for £30 and we have agreed to buy it.
Notice to all shop staff:

Would all shop staff please note that if there are no sales during the day then it is not necessary to do a ‘z’ read at
the end of the day. Apart from anything else it is just a waste of paper.
Contacts:
Chairman

Hilda Fix

Vice Chairman

Richard Baddiley

01691 648763

01691 828022

hfix@mid-walesha.co.uk

admin@fireandfibre.co.uk

Treasurer

Angela Hawkins

01938500483

hawkinsceunant@aol.com

Secretary

Pam Parnell, 1, Glen
Pennant, Llangynog,
Powys SY10 0EP

01691860188

sparnell115@aol.com

Press Officer

Ivor Hawkins

01938500483

hawkinsceunant@aol.com

Webmaster

Penny Vingoe

01686 640745

valleyarts@clayaround.com
www.valleyartsandcrafts.co.uk

Shop details

Valley Arts and
Crafts, Unit3,Vyrnwy
Craft Centre,
Llanwyddyn, Powys
SY21 0LZ

01691870386

www.valleyartsandcrafts.co.uk

Shop Rota

Richard Baddiley

01691828022

admin@fireandfibre.co.uk

Dates of the meetings for your diaries:
Thursday 30th May
Tuesday 25th June
Thursday 18th July
Tuesday 27th August
Thursday 3rd October
Tuesday 29th October
Thursday 5th December
Tuesday 14th January 2014
Thursday 20th February
Tuesday 25th March - AGM

