
Rokeby Recreation Ground – Community Orchard 

Spring 2022 Update 

 

Introduction and a recap 

As a community we planted 31 fruit trees at the park in November 

last year – and the good news is that they all seem to have taken 

with buds showing now. More information can be found on the 

Mapledurham Parish Council website including a plan of what 

trees have been planted, FAQs and some great photos too.  

What’s next – here are our initial ideas  

Winter pruning - After taking professional advice, some careful 

pruning is needed in February. This will encourage growth to give 

a good shape to the trees, ensure a strong main branch and 

remove any unwanted branches. A small group of us will take 

care of this. 

Watering – the trees won’t need watering for some time and only 

if we have a very dry spring or summer. To continue with the 

community involvement its best if we avoid occasional, ad-hoc 

watering of individual trees and much better if we collectively 

water the whole set on a particular day as and when necessary. 

Watch out for updates on this and a call to arms!! 
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Planting more trees – we know that there is some interest to plant 

some more trees this year – and we are thinking of September 

being a good time. The way we ran it last year worked very well 

and so we are planning to do it the same this year – let us know – 

by email to tokersgreen@hotmail.com - if you want to participate 

– for the first or second time - by donating a tree and we will 

come back with more information on available trees, the cost and 

date for the group to plant the next set of trees. 

Involving children – as the orchard grows it seems like a beautiful 

space for children to enjoy – whether with their family or perhaps 

as a visit organised by the school. If you have ideas on how we 

can help excite children to be active at the orchard and to learn 

more about growing fruit please come forward with your ideas, 

energy and creativity to make this happen. 

Celebrations  

• With such young trees we may of course not have a massive 

display of blossom this year but there may be enough to enjoy 

viewing the blossom in the Spring. Would that be nice to do 

together one day /evening and to share a glass of something 

suitably refreshing at the same time.  

• Looking further ahead in the year a celebration in the 

summer around the Big Lunch / Jubilee weekend or in 

September when we may see some fruit sound good ideas too 

– again please share your suggestions and ideas that you 

are willing to help make happen. 

Other ideas – We left a space at the centre of the orchard and so 

have room for a bench. Do you work for a company that could 

provide funding or a donation to pay for a bench (or two), or 

maybe some wildflower seeds or bulbs or other similar lovely ways 

to further improve the space. Please let us know. 

Wassailing – There was some interest in a Wassail at the orchard. 

As these normally take place around Twelfth Night we have time 

to organise one for 2023 – are you going to volunteer to organise 

our inaugural Wassail and start a new tradition in the village? 
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