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Whilst we are getting our minds around the after-shock of world recession,
spending cuts across the board have become commonplace and there will not
be as much to go round in the future for sure. There appears to be no instant
cure. Anger and frustration have already reared their heads at recent student
marches in Central London which disintegrated into scenes of violence. I
expect there will be much more to come.
The health of the economy will set the tone for the next decade which, in
the world of sport, will include both the Olympic and Commonwealth Games.
These events, in addition to their global value, will have a huge impact upon
the health and strength of domestic life and especially the young.
The Olympics portray a light and sunny countenance and yet, within a few
hundred yards of the main arenas and the athletes’ village in East London,
there is a darker and murkier world where crime rather than sport often
dominates the lives of the young. Opportunities for healthy living are slim.
Knife crime and gangs abound. A form of teenage warfare broke out at
Victoria Station back in March and culminated in bloodshed and misery. It
was left to the police to sort out this mess in which family and parental values
have long since gone by the wayside.

I have tried here briefly to set out some sort of context in which The
Arundel Castle Cricket Foundation operates. It is now more than 25 years
since I received a telephone call from Colin Cowdrey. I was sitting in the
dressing room at Canterbury at 10.55a.m. about to take the field against Kent
for the first day of the famous cricket week. “It’s for you, Captain,” shouted
Ian Greig, holding the telephone in his hand. In less than a minute Colin gave
me an outline for his plans at Arundel. “Youth and Education”, he said,
“charitable status, a project that could make a real difference to the young.”
That was it. I had to go and field. Nobody loved the game more than Colin,
nor were many blessed with as much talent for it.

I had no idea how the project would take shape. There we were at
Arundel, caretakers of a famous ground, and with a brief to enhance the
education of young people. By 1989, we had built a cricket school behind the
pavilion, enabling us to operate all year round.

Since then, we have influenced
and coached near ly 30 0,00 0
youngsters and many adults too,
through our sessions both at Arundel
and out in the schools. Above all
else, we see as our primary task, the
help and encouragement of those for
whom life is a struggle and
opportunities scarce. The more we
can stimulate the self-worth and
confidence of the young the better.

We are very flexible and outcomes are hard to measure. We don’t go in for
targets. We naturally achieve more when the children stay overnight. This is
often a huge experience for them as many have not been away from home
before. Oak Grove, a tough special needs school from North London, stayed
with us in June and made special mention of the scrambled eggs mixed with
real cream, as well as the pillow fights in the dormitories. I like all that.

For me, this has been a year rich in
variety and incident. As President of
M.C.C., I was given an intriguing insight
into the world of international and
domestic cricket which broadened my
outlook and vision, particularly in the
less developed parts of the world where
the game and people most need a leg-up.
In South Africa, as well as watching Test
matches in Cape Town and Johannesburg, I also attended the opening of the
newly created Hope Village Cricket Centre not far from the middle of
Johannesburg. Its purpose is to provide a facility for 12 local schools in the
area, to give them coaching and matches, and a focal point for their sport.
Some 250 children attended on the day. Sean Pollock, Michael Vaughan and
Geoffrey Boycott came and spoke to them all. Amidst a host of politicians
even I made a brief speech of encouragement and was able to offer Hope
Village a gift of cricket equipment, lots of it, from M.C.C. I felt very much at
home. This is exactly what we try to do at Arundel every year.

From South Africa, two months later, I travelled to Bangladesh to watch
England play in the Second Test match of their tour there. Bangladesh is a
place I have visited several times before and it is a country that never ceases
to amaze and surprise me. Situated in the Ganges Delta, it is subjected to
devastating floods and famine in equal measure. There is never much to go
round and not a lot of space either. Life is very tough in Bangladesh. And
yet, despite all this, they have a resilient population, hardened in spirit and
filled with a remarkable capacity for hope. And this shines out through their
cricket. The performances of their national team have been inspirational this
year, both in Bangladesh and England. Their natural ability and instinct often
flourish by comparison with their over-coached counterparts.

A young man called
Tamim Iqbal opened
their batting with such
flair and panache that we
all took him to our hearts.
His hundred in the Test
match at Lord’s was
admired and enjoyed by
all who saw it.
A week or so later, at lunchtime during a one-day match against
Middlesex, I took Tamim over to the Compton Stand to greet the Bangladeshi
community. It was a popular move and a gesture that made a difference to
those from London’s East End having a day out. I loved it too because there,
amongst the crowd, were many of the children who regularly visit Arundel
during the year from the Inner London Boroughs.
During the summer, we not only saw Bangladesh at Lord’s but also
Australia, Pakistan and, of course, England. We hosted enjoyable and
imaginative lunch parties; a rich mix of guests whose paths would surely
never meet but for cricket. Of our many friends, one in particular stood out as
a kindred spirit.
He is Gareth Malone.
Over the last six or seven
years, Gareth has branched
out from the Royal College of
Music to some unpromising
places where he has tried to
mot ivate young people
through singing and music.
In his own way, he has
demonstrated
how
enthusiasm and energy can
infect others with a sense of
purpose and how endless
encouragement can win over
the most surly students.

Gareth tackles young people who require special attention and so do we at
Arundel. For more than 10 years now, we have devoted time to those who
have special needs and disabilities of one sort or another.
This year, 38 schools came to
visit us and many stayed
overnight to make it a real
expedition. In all, 90 days were
set aside, including special time
for blind and deaf children
whose awareness for the game,
despite their disadvantage, is
quite remarkable.
Our programmes are always flexible and geared to suit the abilities of the
young people.

As well as cricket coaching and matches of a sort, much pleasure is
derived from trips to Arundel Castle and the seaside where cricket is
frequently played on the sands at Littlehampton. Indeed, this year the local
fishmonger’s stall was much admired as well - cod, haddock, prawns, sole,
eels, pollock - the lot. “What’s your favourite fish?” I asked one little chap
at my side. “Fish fingers”, he replied.
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust just upstream from Arundel is also
popular. Feeding the ducks holds a special fascination for children and the
play areas add to the excitement. I think it’s the space which does the trick
and probably the fresh air too.

Something new and exciting for us at Arundel has been our recent
introduction to Table Top Cricket. This version of the game has proved to
be particularly inspirational to those in wheelchairs and those who are less
able and struggling with coordination. The game is played on table tennis
tables with a gently rolling ball (golf size) and mini cricket bat. Side wings
denote the score and stop the ball from flying over the edge.

It is simple, works well and gives the children real confidence and a sense
of fun. I first saw it played at the Woolwich Leisure Centre in South East
London. As they grow up, (at this stage aged 10/11), the prospects for these
youngsters are not promising. Everyone realises that. They live in a different
world from us but one in which it is quite possible for them to derive pleasure
and happiness. Anything we can do to help at Arundel and elsewhere is
worth pursuing.

Never do we see more energy and enthusiasm than from the children who
visit us for two weeks from the Inner London Boroughs. For the most part,
these are Primary age boys and girls who have shown an interest for cricket
or sport back at school. This year most of them came from Hackney, Tower
Hamlets, Islington, Greenwich, Newham, Lewisham and a few from
Westminster. Each group stays for two nights at The Lodge Hill Residential
Centre near Pulborough. It works very well.
Coaching and matches are
conducted throughout the week
with an emphasis upon new skills
and practising them. This year, we
gave much time to improving
concentration, consistency and
cooperation as well as teamwork.
The end product, we trust, is
enhanced self-confidence and selfbelief.
In August, as a follow up to our London Borough programme, The
Tobacco Pipemakers’ Livery Company of London generously sponsored
and promoted a cricket
mat ch
between
Northern and Southern
London Boroughs for
youngsters aged 15
and
under.
The
potential for a good
day was enormous and
by mid-afternoon all
was going well.
Sadly, rain then set in
and swept horizontally
across the ground, washing away all hope of continuing the match. We
remained undaunted and both the Pipemakers and Arundel are determined to
resume this important initiative next year. The chance for these youngsters to
play on the main pitch at Arundel is almost too good to be true. There is a lot
of talent hidden away in the capital longing to have the chance to show itself.

There is nothing I like more than to tell you about a huge success. This
year The Inner Cities Cricket Cup, organised by the Lord’s Taverners and
sponsored by the Ford Motor Company, was a mighty triumph. First of all
the weather was fine which in itself was a minor miracle considering the
fickle nature of August’s climate. The teams all behaved impeccably, so far
as I am aware, both on and off the field - not always the case in past years.
But it was the quality of the cricket that was so thrilling. The matches were
closer than usual and there was much nervous fidgeting amongst
management and players in the pavilions. The cricket kept everyone on their
toes.

But it was the final itself that will be forever remembered. A forty-over
match between Bradford representing the North and Swansea for the West.
It all came down to the last ball of the match. One run needed, last man in,
mass hysteria, Bradford batting. Having cunningly placed the ball straight to
short mid-wicket, the batsmen put their heads down and ran, and, by the skin
of their teeth made it. Bradford won by one wicket off the last ball.
Sensational!
An hour later, so as not to be
outdone, some Swansea parents
started up a sing-song in the
pavilion.
Tom Jones was a
favourite, a lot of ‘Delilah’ and
‘Green, green grass of home’. It
was a happy end to a wonderful
day in which the spirit of cricket
prevailed amidst anthems from
the valleys.

But it didn’t end there. Shiv Krishan (the smiling Bradford coach) later
wrote to us and said, “The final was a magic occasion which will long live in
the memory of the Bradford team…Over many years Bradford has received a
lot of negative press, but this success has brought joy to all concerned and
great press coverage…The Cup had a personal seat on the coach all the way
home…If ever you’re in Bradford, we’ll take you out for a proper curry”.
Indeed, after the finals at Arundel, five of the Bradford boys were asked to
play district cricket on the back of their performances. And there was more.
During the tournament, Bradford shared accommodation at Dorset House
School with Edinburgh. They became such good friends that not only did
Edinburgh cheer loudly for Bradford during their final, but they have also
invited Bradford to Scotland for a series of matches next summer. That’s
what I call progress.

Every visit made to Arundel we try to make special. The ground, pavilion
and cricket school are always in fine order and ready for action. Over the 25
years we have entertained a wide range of youngsters from primary school
children in Lambeth to the London Federation of Youth Clubs whose
finals at Arundel each July are a joy to watch and play in (I have often
participated - came third once). The London Fed. concentrate on 5 over-aside matches which are ideal for everyone and neither too exacting nor too
long. The picnics are great and this clearly inspires the North London
Muslim team who consistently lift the trophies and set the standard.

In the late 80’s and early 90’s, we did a lot for the local community in
Sussex and Hampshire and to some extent paved the way for the national
‘Chance to Shine’ schools cricket project which is currently having much
success in developing school cricket. The introduction of this programme, as
well as the successful formation of County Boards in the late 1990’s, has
handed over the lion’s share of school and club coaching to the Governing
Body. This is just as it should be.
For all that, we continue to host at
Arundel the finals of the West
Sussex Primary and Secondary
schools tournaments when cricket
is played throughout the day, all
over the ground and where the
young and their families can share
in the skills and excitement of
competition.
I remember in the early days that Colin Cowdrey fervently believed that
others might follow Arundel’s example. It has taken some time but, 25 years
on, The Belvoir Castle Cricket Trust has been established in Leicestershire
to give an opportunity to those in the Midlands. I am thrilled with this
development, indeed I am a Trustee of the Belvoir project. Long may
Arundel and Belvoir help to strengthen the lives of the young and their
prospects for the future.

Over the years, we have been wonderfully well supported by many
institutions, organisations and individuals, all of whom have felt, as we do,
that support for young people, and especially those not blessed with many of
life’s advantages, is of great social and educational importance to the country.
During the course of 2010, the Arundel Castle Cricket Foundation
benefited from the hugely successful Charity Golf Days at Hendon Golf
Club in North London and at The West Sussex Golf Club, Pulborough.
Between them, they raised over £50,000 and the Foundation is enormously
grateful to everyone involved, particularly the respective Captains: Linda
Wray and Neil Hobbs, Angus Gilroy and Doreen Simpson.
As well as these successful fundraising occasions, eight heroic golfers
battled their way round 100 holes of non-stop, tireless and probably tiresome
golf at Pulborough in the summer.
Supreme qualities of stamina,
commitment, determination and grit were displayed by all and even a hole-inone was recorded at the 95th.

Commitment and loyalty are the keys to success. That’s what we’ve got at
Arundel - staff, coaches and supporters, all totally committed to the cause.
That is why we are still going strong after 25 years. Thank you all so much.

JOHN BARCLAY
Director of Cricket and Coaching

FUNDRAISING IN 2010
The Foundation has also been supported by a number of generous private
donors and many Companies, Charitable Trusts and Foundations:
The Bascule Charitable Trust
Benma Ltd
Berry Bros & Rudd
Billmeir Charitable Trust
Bernard Coleman Charitable Trust
Bowerman Charitable Trust
Brasenose College, Oxford
John Coates Charitable Trust
Alice Ellen Cooper Dean Charitable Foundation
Cricket Society Trust
Peter Davies
de Winton Family Trust
Eranda Foundation
The Feathers Charitable Trust
Worshipful Company of Fishmongers
Worshipful Company of Haberdashers
Jackson Foundation
Worshipful Company of Leathersellers
Lilley Benevolent Trust
Lord’s Taverners
Manly Charitable Trust
Worshipful Company of Merchant Taylors
MCC
Derek Raphael Charitable Trust
Worshipful Company of Saddlers
Sandra Charitable Trust
Singers Asset Finance
Foundation for Sport & the Arts
Stonewall Park Charitable Trust
Worshipful Company of Tobacco Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders
Garfield Weston Foundation
West Sussex County Council
William Allen Young Charitable Trust

Spofforths is a leading
independent firm of Chartered
Accountants in Sussex, with
offices in Brighton, Chichester,
Horsham, Storrington and
Worthing. We are delighted to
be the auditors to Arundel
Castle Cricket Foundation and the accountants to Friends of Arundel
Castle Cricket Club.
We provide individuals and businesses with advice and support on a
variety of financial matters: inheritance planning, pension reviews and
tax matters, as well as all aspects of accounting, bookkeeping and
auditing.
We regularly host seminars for clients and professionals to learn more
on topics of interest and gain advice on related matters, often cohosting with other professionals to ensure that delegates receive
balanced advice on topics such as:

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Legislation changes
Tax mitigation
PAYE
Property letting
Managing your cash flow
Planning for succession
Estate planning

Spofforths understand the importance of cricket in the community
and how much children benefit from getting involved in the sport.
We are pleased to continue to support Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation and to sponsor the printing of the ACCF Review 2010.
For further information about how Spofforths can help you or your
business, or to arrange an initial free consultation, please telephone
us on 01903 828728, e-mail worthing@spofforths.co.uk or
visit www.spofforths.co.uk

Arundel Castle Cricket Foundation
(Registered Charity No 293747)

If you feel that you would like to help with any of our projects at Arundel,
do please fill in the form below or contact
John Barclay
- 01903 882602
arundelcastlecricket@yahoo.co.uk
Annie Atkinson - 01903 744306 / 07775 815 668
atkinannie@aol.com
Alternatively, you can donate online
www.justgiving.com/arundelcastlecricket
Donor’s Full Name:

Title:
Forename (s):
Surname:

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Post Code:

................................................................................................................................................................................

I would like to donate £…….......... to The Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ACCF
I would like the charity to treat all donations made since 6th April
2001 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations.
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and pay an amount of income
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity
reclaims on my donations in the tax year.
Signed:
Dated:

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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