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The concept of charity - giving, making things better and allowing
generosity to lift our spirits - does not necessarily involve money. There
are many other ways in which we can give of ourselves: speech, a smile,
or just a look can all raise morale and help to establish a sure relationship
with others.
In the grand scheme of things, our earthly lives do not last long
but most of us, while we are here, want to make a small contribution
towards something or someone and perhaps, as a result, leave the
world a better place for our efforts. Whatever happens, and some
events will doubtless fill us with horror, shock and, at times, indignation,
I believe we should try to ease the passage of life for others.
For these reasons, The
Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation was formed in
1986, just over 25 years
ago, to give young people,
especially
the
disadvantaged, the chance
to improve their lives and,
above all, their confidence
through joining in with the
activities
at
Arundel.
Indeed, we celebrated this milestone last March with a dinner in The
Barons’ Hall at Arundel Castle, where many great friends and
supporters showed their appreciation for what we do and, at the same
time, enjoyed a wonderful evening.

Many thousands of children have now been given the chance to visit
us and enjoy the cricket ground with its fine trees, spectacular views and an
abundance of grass upon which to run about. The Indoor Cricket School is a
blessing too and keeps us active throughout the winter and on wet days.
Arundel Castle is a major attraction and the source of much joy in the
summer months. The beach, too, at Littlehampton has become a haven for
marine exploration, paddling, ice-creams and cricket on the sand which, with
the tide coming in, becomes a challenging science. A great many of these
youngsters are afflicted with a wide range of set-backs in life, both physical
and mental. It is not easy to cope if you can neither see nor perhaps hear
too well. With limited understanding and unsteady speech, many of these
children face an uncertain future. What is certain, however, is that they love
their visits to Arundel and derive considerable inspiration from them.
Without doubt, we make a difference to these children by providing the
enthusiasm and encouragement from which they can feed. Some 400
children from 35 different special needs schools visited the ground last
summer and benefited from the outstanding facilities, care and attention we
offered them. We expect to see many more in the future.

Last year the Chailey Heritage School in Sussex won the Chris BoxGrainger Cricket Society Trust award for outstanding performances during
the summer. The children, all in wheelchairs, required individual care
throughout. The days were bustling with activity - cricket matches were
played and the Castle and its gardens visited in a climate of unabated
happiness. At first sight it would be impossible to imagine that children with
life-limiting conditions could achieve so much. The commitment of the
teachers and nurses, and their desire to prop up the lives of very
handicapped people, sets an example for all to follow. That, I think, is what I
mean by giving. We are so grateful to Ken Merchant and The Cricket Society
Trust for their unstinting support for this project.

We strive to serve not just those whose lives are limited by physical
and mental frailties but young people of all levels and backgrounds. I can
well remember in July 2005 sharing in the delight and happiness of some 50
youngsters, who had travelled from Brent in North West London to spend
two days with us, when the venue for the 2012 Olympic Games was
announced. A great cheer went up when London was chosen over Paris. I
was surprised by how much this decision meant to the children. They were
thrilled by the rich variety of skills which London would host and the high
degree of excellence that these athletic disciplines would demand. It was a
heart-warming moment. As you will recall, the next day London was
plunged into deep shock and despair by a series of bomb attacks upon its
transport system. How quickly was joy transformed into sorrow as people
had their lives turned upside down by those appalling atrocities. We wish
for our children to be brought up within an atmosphere of security as well as
ambition, which is neither easy for the young nor their parents.

At Arundel, with every project we undertake, we try to give a glimpse just a taste - of something strong and wholesome which might have a
chance of influencing all the participants positively.

Indeed, last year more than 300 mainstream primary school children
visited us from different Inner London boroughs. They came for two
specially arranged weeks at the end of May and July. Accommodation was
arranged for them as usual at The Lodge Hill Residential Centre, as well as
matches and games being played at Arundel Castle and the Town ground
nearby. In addition to the wide range of activities and entertainment, the
young - boys and girls - received expert coaching and tuition from those
whose enthusiasm is matched only by that of the children who appear to
revel in the exploration of new-found skills. It is all a world away from the
London streets. Here at Arundel, the youngsters can enjoy the wide open
spaces, trees and grass on which a tumble does not end in tears.

We want to provide a refreshing interlude far away from the stressful
pressures of inner city life – Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Islington, Lewisham,
Greenwich, Stoke Newington, Lambeth, Southwark and Hammersmith &
Fulham can all be challenging places to live. The concept of friendship, and
especially making new friends amongst different boroughs, is never far from
the surface. Lunch is eaten all together in our pavilion and discussions are
animated, noisy sometimes, even deafening, as the children express their
views. Communication and conversation are a very pertinent part of each
week. How important it is for all of us to understand that, without
friendship, life would be too lonely to bear.
There was no happier occasion last year than when Tony Moody
brought the primary schools from Lambeth to visit us for a day. The cricket
was accompanied by a rich assortment of Caribbean music which drifted out
over the ground and gave us a strong flavour of how cricket and music can
combine to provide a joyous atmosphere for all the participants. The
children were taken aback by how few houses were visible from the ground
and all happily made their way to the Castle in the afternoon where they
were particularly enthralled by the armoury room and its contents. Their
visit was a cultural and cricketing success.

From the development of primary school cricket, we have now, with
the very loyal support of The Pipemakers’ Livery Company, devised a
tournament in which North and South London Boroughs compete at Under
15 level, an age when the young are so often sorely tempted by unwelcome
attractions which lead to cricket’s taking a back seat. In addition to The
Prince’s Trust Trophy for boys aged 17 and 18, we are now giving wonderful
opportunities to young adults as they grow up.

These youngsters are, without doubt, bright young things, street-wise
and also at a most impressionable stage in their lives. It is surely our duty,
both as adults and sportspeople, to nurture their potential and set them an
example upon which they might be able to hang their hats in the future.
And yet, all too often, we fail. The perception, for example, is that far too
many from the world of sport and elsewhere indulge in routine lying,
cheating and deception. Hardly any major sport has been immune over the
last year or two: cricket, rugby football, soccer, athletics, motor racing and
horse racing have all descended in one way or another into the depths of
skullduggery. The police, press, politicians, bankers and businessmen have
scarcely done better. ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ might be a pleasing exception!
It seems to me though that the star prize for achievement goes to the
soldiers fighting in Afghanistan and around the world. They surely are the
very best role models to whom these young people from the inner cities
should aspire. Givers, that’s what we are looking for in the young, and
generosity. I believe that the human race shows itself at its best when
deriving pleasure from giving but, by contrast, in a less good light when
taking. We need to set the next generation a better example in all walks of
life.

Although much of what we do at Arundel is only loosely associated
with cricket, it took nothing away from our joining in the country’s
celebrations for the England team which finally clambered to the top of the
ladder as Test Cricket World Champions. It has been a long battle to get
there as, indeed, it should be and there is now no good reason why this
success at the top should not be replicated in schools and clubs up and down
the country. All of a sudden, cricket has something to offer; for several years
now ‘Chance to Shine’ has played its part by introducing cricket into schools.
In the past, children have always loved to play football but why not now
introduce them to a game that is not so much tainted with disappointment.
Let’s face it, cricket is a relatively cheap, easy and practical way of giving the
less-advantaged the chance to grow up alongside courage, physical health,
discipline, self-confidence, stamina and responsibility, rather than becoming
yet another depressing statistic of under-achievement.
Last year, the Ford Inner City Trophy, so generously sponsored and
supported by The Ford Motor Company and The Lord’s Taverners, was
played against both the backcloth of England’s promise of success in the Test
series against India and the
terrifying and unforeseen
rioting in London, Croydon
and elsewhere in the
country.
Meanwhile,
youngsters (under 14) from
Belfast,
Edinburgh,
Swansea, Bristol, Leicester,
Birmingham, Bradford and
Leeds played their cricket
together at Arundel in a
haven of tranquility, blissfully unaware of, or at least unexposed to, the
massive problems that existed in some inner city areas. This tournament
saw the young at their best – competitive, determined, courteous, full of
humour and not bad at cricket either. In the end, Swansea beat Leeds in a
pulsating and closely fought final prompting, I’m sure, some singing in the
valleys back at home and on the bus en route.

Make no mistake, these young teenagers are well used to a culture of
violence and they will not be strangers to the concept of rioting and
mindless looting. ‘Everyone else is doing it, so why shouldn’t I?’ For a great
many there is nothing much else to do. The participants at Arundel are the
lucky ones. It has been the main objective of The Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation to offer a positive alternative way of life for those immersed in
inner city culture. There, the young are backed up by mobile phones and all
the trappings of modern technology which tend to isolate them. Presumably
many of the rioters feel there is no hope, no code to cling to and no obvious
stake in society. Role models may play a part for them – John Terry or
Wayne Rooney, for example – apparently bereft of even the most meagre of
human graces. Actually, I don’t mind Rooney that much! Punishment of the
perpetrators is all very well but possibly
achieves little in the long run.
Ultimately, justice must give way to
understanding and even forgiveness for
those with strong hearts. Real rewards
should be saved for those who really
make a solid contribution to the
communities in which they live.
Gareth Malone’s choir of Army wives has set an example to us all.
When all is said and done, it is the children who really matter. Two
who have been very special over the years, and extremely talented too, are
twins from Walthamstow called Arfan and Adnan Akram. Derek Steward,
one of our greatest supporters in East London from the beginning, first
brought them down to Arundel when they were no more than 11 years old.
Since then, they have more or less grown up with us. Back at home they are
now leading lights at Wanstead Cricket Club
and have played 2nd XI cricket for Essex too. As
a result of all this, not to mention their
enthusiasm, Arfan has recently been invited to
join our board of Trustees, alongside Mike
Atherton who has also agreed to be part of our
team. It is wonderful for us to have these two on our side and especially a
genuine participant in the scheme and one whose experience and
understanding of East London is so acute.

There will be issues to deal with as we look to the future. Providing
opportunities for the young is not always easy; last year we were thwarted
at times by schools having to cancel trips at the last moment. Form-filling
coupled with safety and security measures are the main culprits. The way
we all handle risk needs a major review and a lot of thought. As it stands,
children are inhibited in their development by the forces of fear – much of it
unjustified. The young, I believe, have to be exposed to a realistic level of
danger so that they can then be in a position to take responsibility for their
behaviour as they grow up. To get this balance right is very important and
requires a broadminded approach from all involved: parents, teachers, social
workers, education authorities, children and Government.

Finally, may I thank all those who have supported our Foundation,
both financially and otherwise. We are tremendously grateful to you. We
have been going strong now for 26 years and in that time have influenced
and encouraged over 300,000 young people and it probably spreads further
than that. And this is thanks to you: institutions, charitable trusts,
individuals and general heroes. In this Review I have talked about giving;
I feel that our project at Arundel is defined by generosity, without which we
could never have made the impact we have upon the young. Thank you so
much.

JOHN BARCLAY
Director of Cricket and Coaching

FUNDRAISING IN 2011
The Foundation enjoyed a marvellous 25th Anniversary Dinner at
Arundel Castle in The Barons’ Hall in March which raised over £30,000. Our
grateful thanks must go to all those who helped ensure the evening was
such a success.
The Foundation has also been supported by a number of generous private
donors and many Companies, Charitable Trusts and Foundations:
Bascule Charitable Trust
Benma Ltd
Berry Bros & Rudd
Billmeir Charitable Trust
Winston Churchill Britain at War Museum Charitable Trust
Bernard Coleman Charitable Trust
Cricket Society Trust
de Winton Family Trust
Worshipful Company of Drapers
Gilbert & Eileen Edgar Foundation
Peter Harrison Foundation
Lennox & Wyfold Foundation
Lilley Benevolent Trust
Lord’s Taverners
John Lyon Charity
MCC Foundation
Worshipful Company of Merchant Taylors
Derek Raphael Charitable Trust
Worshipful Company of Saddlers
Sandra Charitable Trust
Saracens Foundation
Singers Asset Finance
Spofforths
Foundation for Sport & the Arts
Stonewall Park Charitable Trust
Stuarts Party Design & Fine Food
Worshipful Company of Tobacco Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders
Garfield Weston Foundation
William Allen Young Charitable Trust

Spofforths is a leading
independent firm of Chartered
Accountants in Sussex, with
offices in Brighton, Chichester,
Horsham, Storrington and
Worthing.
We are delighted to be the auditors to Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation and the accountants to Friends of Arundel Castle Cricket
Club.
We provide individuals and businesses with advice and support on a
variety of financial matters: inheritance planning, pension reviews and
tax matters, as well as all aspects of accounting, bookkeeping and
auditing.
We regularly host seminars for clients and professionals to learn more
on topics of interest and gain advice on related matters, often cohosting with other professionals to ensure that delegates receive
balanced advice on topics such as:









Legislation changes
Tax mitigation
PAYE
Property letting
Managing your cash flow
Planning for succession
Estate planning

Spofforths understand the importance of cricket in the community
and how much children benefit from getting involved in the sport.
We are pleased to continue to support Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation and to sponsor the printing of the ACCF Review 2011.
For further information about how Spofforths can help you or your
business, or to arrange an initial free consultation, please telephone
us on 01903 828728, e-mail worthing@spofforths.co.uk or
visit www.spofforths.co.uk
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If you feel that you would like to help with any of our projects at Arundel,
do please fill in the form below or contact
John Barclay
- 01903 882602
arundelcastlecricket@yahoo.co.uk
Annie Atkinson - 01903 744306 / 07775 815 668
atkinannie@aol.com
Alternatively, you can donate online
www.justgiving.com/arundelcastlecricket
Donor’s Full Name:

Title:
Forename (s):
Surname:

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Post Code:

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

I would like to donate £…….......... to The Arundel Castle Cricket
Foundation
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO ACCF
I would like the charity to treat all donations made since 6th April
2001 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration
until I notify you otherwise as Gift Aid donations.
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and pay an amount of income
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity
reclaims on my donations in the tax year.
Signed:
Dated:

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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