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Message from the Chairman
The charitable Foundation is an integral part of “Cricket at Arundel”. From highly
competitive first-class, representative and club matches through to (equally competitive!)
charity matches, our President’s incomparable ground provides players and supporters
with a rich seam of sporting experiences.
Even more rewarding, as you will read in John Barclay’s compelling Review, are the
genuinely life-changing experiences gained by those who participate in our ambitious
programme. We offer a potent mix: clear vision; superb setting and facilities; wonderfully
generous sponsors and a strongly committed team.
I echo Johnny’s tribute to CMJ and am so pleased that Judy has joined our Board. Just
glance at the distinguished list of Trustees – I could write a paragraph of praise for each
one, but will spare them that! However, a personal word is in order to thank Michael
Melluish for his inspiring leadership as Chairman, (2004-2011), and Anna, his ever-present
and supportive ‘better half’. The warmest thanks too, to Alan Wadey who has retired after
15 years on the Board in addition to running the Friends, and to John Knight who has
stood down, having been Adviser to the Foundation since its inception; we will miss his wise
counsel and guidance.
My last word is addressed to those whom we strive to support. We salute your
spirited determination to succeed and pledge our ongoing commitment to raise
the funds needed to sustain the activities that help to give you motivation and
hope for the future.
Now to the Review, written with the joie de vivre and passion of a new
player rather than as the ‘senior pro’ with 28 years under his belt as
Director of Cricket and Coaching…

I

was gathering together my first thoughts for this
Review while the Service of Remembrance was
being televised from the Cenotaph in London
early in November. As well as remembering those
who, in World Wars and many other areas of conflict,
sacrificed themselves for the nation – my mind drifted
towards the present and those millions who have lives
fraught with setbacks and disadvantages; those for
whom opportunities of happiness and fulfilment are
very slender. At Arundel, for nearly 30 years, we have
been sustaining and helping those who have so little
going for them.
In that time, the Foundation has been supported and
befriended by many people and none more so than our
Chairman, Christopher Martin-Jenkins, who died
after a battle with cancer at the very beginning of the
year. Few people loved cricket more than Christopher.
His advice and wise counsel, first as a Trustee and
latterly as Chairman, were both invaluable and wellconsidered. I don’t believe he was ever happier than
on those days when he had time to potter round the
boundary at Arundel and lose himself in the activities

of those participating on the field. He cared for people
and was passionate about giving as many as possible,
especially those who struggled, the chance to derive
joy from the game he loved. This passion and energy
(Christopher was just about the hardest-working man
I knew) inspired his Trustees and so reflected upon
the successful progress of the Foundation. We shall all
remember Christopher’s selfless contribution to cricket
and Arundel with the greatest possible warmth.

Patrick Shervington, MBE· Chairman of Trustees
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In 2012, the country was captivated by great national events. First, the Queen’s Jubilee, celebrated on
the banks of the River Thames amidst driving rain,
captured our imagination and then, two months
later, London treated us to a stunning Olympic and
Paralympic feast. Since then there has been much talk
about ‘legacy’ and the effect these few days of athletic
achievement might have upon the nation. Sebastian
Coe, the Games’ chief organiser, has emphasised the
need for the Olympic sports legacy to be put firmly
at the heart of government policy. He believes that,
by embedding sport more deeply into state education
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after years of decline, the Government can make real
progress and indeed build upon last summer’s sporting
successes, especially in tennis and cricket. But, for me,
the greatest triumph emanating from that Olympic
summer was the way many of us now perceive the
disadvantages of disability. Time and again, we were
taken aback by the achievements and athletic prowess
of those for whom life must at times have been far
from easy.
Each stadium was filled to capacity with those who
witnessed the courage of David Weir, Sarah Storey,
Ellie Simmonds and many others. They soon became

national heroes, not as disabled people but as athletes.
The message rang out, ‘Just because you’re disabled,
it doesn’t necessarily mean you’ll have a terrible life’ –
far from it. Attitudes have as a result dramatically
changed.
This important Olympic message has made a
difference to us at Arundel.
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Special Needs Programme
Throughout the year, inspired by the generosity of
the Cricket Society Trust and many others, more
than 1,000 young people and adults too, with a wide
range of disadvantages and special needs, have visited
the ground. Many of them have serious learning
difficulties and physical defects too; some are blind
or very poorly sighted; some deaf. They all struggle
in one way or another. The main purpose of a day out
at Arundel, which often includes an overnight stay, is
to give our visitors greater confidence and self-belief.
Games and activities also improve social awareness
and especially enable children to be included in events
which, in the past, might have left them on the side
lines. Freddie, for example, a local Sussex boy and
totally blind from birth, has a normal ‘mainstream’
primary school education and will, in due course,
progress with his friends to secondary school. He
joined in with rare gusto and enthusiasm and hugely
enjoyed himself. Another blind boy, George from
Walthamstow, turned out to be a ‘walking Wisden’
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and statistician. We certainly couldn’t fiddle the scores
with him around.
Others, in wheelchairs and with no sight at all, fell
in love with my Sporting Lucas Terrier, Robert, who
has become an important member of staff – one of
many volunteers. For the children, he lights up their
lives and attaches himself to them, partly because he
loves people and partly because they share their picnics
with him. He is now, as a result, on a great new diet
of dried biscuits and has already lost a kilo at the
latest weigh-in.
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“I love it here so
much, I’d like
to stay until
September”
A girl from Brent
“When I grow up
and have kids,
I’m going to
bring them here
to the castle”
A boy from Bow,
East London
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In 2013, 56 days were set aside for both young people and
adults with special needs. I see the main benefits as these
■■ educational development
■■ social awareness
■■ health and fitness (many are worryingly overweight)
■■ new skills
■■ self-confidence
To achieve this, we frequently begin with a walk around the
ground to familiarise the children with an environment that
is very different from home. We play games and learn new
skills. A picnic lunch, usually outside, is an important social
event. We normally fit in a visit to Arundel Castle and, on
sunny days, we make trips to the seaside at Littlehampton
– much paddling this past year. This sort of plan, flexible in
operation, has become very successful.
The children, not surprisingly, take much of it to their
hearts. ‘When I grow up and have kids, I’m going to bring them
here to the Castle’, said a severely disabled boy from Bow, East
London. ‘I love it here so much, I’d like to stay until September’,
said a girl from Brent.

Wheelchair and table-top cricket have become
favourites and appeal especially to the youngsters
who visit us from Chailey Heritage in West
Sussex. These young people, many with life-limiting
conditions, come to us regularly and for this we are
so grateful to the wonderful support we receive
from The Joshua Hayday Helping Hand Trust.

9

“I really liked going to the seaside and playing
cricket. I am good at catching.Thank you for
the ice lolly it was funny when they melted
and we got in a mess”
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“Thank you for cricket
and Arundel Castle
and the cricket on the
beach. I liked cricket”
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At Arundel, we have space, grass and trees and
banks down which the children love to roll. It’s a
secure and safe environment. There is much wildlife
to admire too. Birds (kites and buzzards), and this
summer even grass snakes emerged into the sunshine.
At Littlehampton, in the River Arun estuary, a seal
popped its head up while we were eating ice creams
on the jetty - all this a far cry from the perils and
threats of inner-city life where, so often, gang culture
prevails and many areas are still recovering from
the social consequences of the 2011 riots. It is clear
that social deprivation in inner-city areas creates a
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background from which crime, gangs and anti-social
behaviour follow as sure as night and day. Arundel
presents an important contrast from these pressures.
Indeed, in June, several children appeared live on
BBC South Today with presenter Sally Taylor, when
the programme was filmed at the ground. Cricket
matches and a special tea were laid on for the occasion.
Children and teachers were interviewed. Any activities
that help to soften the atmosphere, raise the game and
steer the young towards more positive alternatives can
only be good. We play a small but important part in
an initiative to encourage greater harmony.

It is quite apparent that children disadvantaged by a
variety of special needs do not always improve as they
grow up. Indeed, the problems often become more
pressing. On the whole, the young are well looked
after up to the age of 16 at special schools from where
some will progress to courses at colleges. After that,
to a large extent, these young adults have to fend for
themselves and make the most of things. Clearly this
is not easy and often these are the very people who
are the most vulnerable. And so, we have been encouraged at Arundel to promote the cause of adult special
needs. Throughout the year, we have hosted regular

day-time visits from a local group, the Apuldram
Centre in Chichester, for whom the trip each week
has become a part of their routine and done much
to improve self-confidence and fitness. Following
on from this, in June, we hosted a festival to include
groups of adults from all over Sussex, who converged
upon the ground for activities and games of cricket.
140 joined in and played their part in generating an
atmosphere that will go a long way to ensure that
they are not forgotten amidst life’s rough and tumble. We intend to pursue this theme with energy and
enthusiasm.
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London Borough Community Development
For years now, we have given our support to young
people growing up in London’s Boroughs where
opportunities for them to develop their lives have
been scarce. Thousands have visited us for cricket
and coaching; groups have stayed in accommodation nearby and both girls and boys have had their
lives greatly enriched by this wonderful experience.
Children from Newham, Hackney and Tower
Hamlets, Lewisham, Lambeth and Southwark,
Greenwich, Islington, Westminster and elsewhere
have all been imbued with the spirit of Arundel.
Skills, confidence, communication and fun. One
onlooker glanced over to me and simply said,
‘They’re having the time of their lives’. Some 400
or more came throughout the summer, amongst
them Chinese, Bangladeshis, Sri Lankans, Indians,
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Pakistanis, Vietnamese and Malayans – all from
London. The mix of backgrounds may be bewildering
but they have in common great zest and the will to
learn. Above all, we expect them to respect and trust
each other amidst a spirit of good humour and energy.
My instinct is that, back in London, family values
hold the key and that the frequent collapse of the
family is a major contributory reason for social unrest.
Strong families tend to be better carers of children,
the sick, the old and disabled. Strong families tend
to support neighbourliness, education and good
behaviour. They are more likely to produce nurses
and social workers who understand the basic elements of human care. When families fail to fulfil
these responsibilities then the State is asked to fill
the void. That is mighty expensive. Our Foundation
strives to play its part but, of course, does not have
the means to address this critical social issue.

London’s Boroughs have, from the outset, played
a major part in our programme. Now in its 23rd
year, we staged in August the Prince’s Trust Final
for Under 17s from London. It was an East London
encounter in which Newham defeated Waltham Forest
in a hard-fought contest. The Under 15s London
Community competed for the Clem Gibson Trophy,
a family day, generously supported by the Clem
Gibson Memorial Trust, which helped provide a
warm and happy atmosphere, prompting one player
at the end of the day to say, ‘I’d love to play here every
weekend’. Few would disagree with that.

And more was to follow. Just a week or two later,
we welcomed back a young team of Afghan refugees
to play an Arundel side raised by Arfan Akram, now
one of our young Trustees. This initiative aims to
support asylum seekers based in Croydon, whose lives
and futures are plagued by uncertainty both in this
country and in Afghanistan. The match represents
a brief respite for them and also serves to raise their
morale. Antonia Cohen, who looks after these young
people almost like a mother and has given them and
us great support, said, ‘I can’t stress how beneficial it is
that these Afghan refugees believe they are accepted for who
they are, as they are at Arundel. I am sure this helps reduce
the bitterness that easily takes root when so much of what
they have to experience in this country is hostile’. Both
teams had a wonderful day. Afghanistan shows a great
aptitude and appetite for the game, something I’m sure
they will show the world in due course.
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“I’d love to play here every weekend”

16
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Until now, we have very much used Arundel and its
ground as a base for our activities. Last year, however,
we branched out and, thanks to the generosity of a
great friend and supporter, Peter Davies, we arranged
for a London Borough Under 14 team to travel north
on a cricket tour in Yorkshire – an ambitious trip for
some who had scarcely been away from home before.
They played matches in Bradford and Castleford, the
small town of Hanging Heaton and finally on the
County Cricket ground at Scarborough. The boys
acquitted themselves well on and off the field, winning
two of the four matches and were superbly looked after
by their Yorkshire counterparts and, most especially,
by Ronnie Hudson, without whom the project would
never have got off the ground. The success of this venture was clear to all – with self-belief and improved
confidence much in evidence.
But trips such as these, offering wonderful opportunities to the young, are now harder to organise
than they were; indeed, all school trips are handcuffed
together with risk-assessments galore, fear and anxiety.
It seems to me that youngsters now have ‘danger’
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drilled into their minds from an early age. This is
not good. There is indeed a certain perverse irony
that young people, through the curse of over-protection,
are now sometimes imprisoned at home and often
welded to computers and mobile telephones with all
the associated trappings of online abuse. Far better
surely that they should be exposed to the normal and
reasonable risks of the outside world through more
wholesome activities and so learn from mistakes and
experiences. Without doubt, it is harder than it was to
plan healthy excursions and, for hard-pressed teachers,
sometimes more trouble than it’s worth. We would
all love to see the young playing with freedom and
without fear. That is certainly worth striving for.

19

W

e could do little without the generous
support we get from so many organisations and individuals. We are indebted
to those who, like us, believe in giving a helping hand
to those for whom life is not easy. We are extremely
grateful to everyone and especially those who shared
in our fundraising cricket day on the ground in July.
Redburn Partners, SABMiller, Lansdowne Partners
and The Holdingham Group all entered teams that
combined skill with enthusiasm. They made the day
buzz. What with a fine lunch, auction, raffle and a
sunny day, the event was judged by all to be an unqualified success and perhaps something to repeat
in the future. And how good it was to welcome
John Emburey, Alex Tudor, Henry Olonga and
Alex Loudon into the teams to add just a touch of
class. The pleasure was undiluted and the outcome
almost £20,000. Enormous thanks to all.
May I conclude by saluting Andy Murray and
his triumph at Wimbledon. As is well known, his
childhood was not always easy and included the
trauma of Dunblane. Yet through colossal powers
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of resilience and perseverance, combined with his
inner commitment and talent, he has released his
potential and reached a stunning goal. Success for
Murray has not come easily; there have been many
disappointments along the way. It is his response to
these that makes him so strong. Murray, through his
considerable achievements, reflects many traditional
values to add to his natural gifts. Amongst them are
courage, loyalty, honesty, kindness, respect, responsibility and self-belief. These are values, as well as the
distinction between right and wrong, that we wish to
impart to all who visit Arundel, in the certain knowledge that this will make their lives better. That’s
what we want.
What we do may be small when set against worldwide deprivation and hardship but, as I have so often
been reminded, it’s the small things in life that can
make a big difference.

During the year, and from many other sources, £282,000
has been raised and spent on a project which has come
a long way since its inception in 1986. Many thousands
have benefited from this extraordinary and imaginative
initiative. We are so pleased about that.

JOHN BARCLAY, DL · Director of Cricket & Coaching

21

THANK YOU
To enable Arundel to succeed, we are indebted to teachers, carers, volunteer helpers and social workers
whose dedication and good humour invigorate each day. Few people can have any idea how hard it is for
social workers, often in appalling conditions, to fulfil their duties successfully – and for so little reward.
Our Foundation is enormously grateful to all those who help us and have such a positive impact upon
our projects.
During the course of 2013, the Foundation benefited from a number of fundraising events – a wine
tasting at Dorset House Preparatory School, a West Sussex charity walk, a presentation in London about
the History of the Ashes and an 8-a-side cricket day at Arundel. Together, they raised over £26,500.
Many thanks to everyone who helped ensure that all these events were so successful and such fun.
The Foundation has also been supported by a number of generous private donors and many companies,
institutions and charitable trusts.
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