
Financial Case Study – Joshua Fincher. 
 
To whom it may concern, 
                                             My name is Joshua Fincher, I’m a 34 year old mature student, currently 
moving into my second year of an artist blacksmithing degree at Herefordshire College of Arts. 

I come to this course as a mature student, suffering from mental health issues. I hadn’t been able to 
hold down a job prior to this, and so had no funds available to fall back on. I still don’t. I receive the 
maximum maintenance loan from student finance England, and also a stipend from my parents each 
month. This allows me to afford to rent a place to live, my food, some small amount of 
tooling/consumables for my course, and a few small luxuries. 
 
I’ve used Hereford Make since the opening weeks of my degree. I was lucky enough to be offered a 
bursary from Make, which covered my time there, my fuel, and some of my consumables. Without 
this help, I would not have been able to attend Make at all, and my studies and skills would have 
suffered badly as a result. 
 
£300 may not seem like a lot for an academic year’s worth of help and support and in many ways it 
isn’t. If I were charged for my use of next year at Make, however, there is just no way that I could 
afford it. With everything else that I have to pay for, there’s just no room for that kind of expense, 
even strung out. I know many students are in the same boat as I am. Struggling to make ends meet, 
world turned upside down by the pandemic that we now face. Make is a lifeline to us – a place 
where we can work and explore, gain opportunities that might not otherwise be available to us. 
 

I’m currently trying to further my skills and portfolio as an edged toolmaker. This isn’t something 
that I can do at the college, so Make has been the only place that I can work on what I want to be 
working on. Even with the bursary that I received, I had to supply my own tool steels. I’ve had to buy 
pieces of equipment to supplement my work that Make just doesn’t have. Of course, as soon as I 
brought it to Make, I made it available for the community of smiths here. I hope to be in a position 
where I can donate it to Make when I leave – to do what I can. 
 
There are student smiths who are not in this position – those that can afford it, do. They have better 
materials, their own forges, sometimes even their own workshops on their own land. They don’t 
need make in the same way, because the space and equipment make provides are available in other 
ways, through other avenues. It’s the student smiths that struggle, either with mental health, 
physical difficulties, or socio-economic troubles that seek out make. They’re who make provides for, 
and who the bursaries are for. People like me, and several others in my current year group. 
 
We do try to give back to Make. Even if we can’t donate monetarily, we do everything else that we 
can to support make. We volunteer, clean, paint, forge pieces for use in the workshop. We give what 
we can to this place, in all ways we can. We just do not have the financial capability to give money. 
 
I’m eternally grateful for the help that make receives, that allows me to continue my studies here to 
the best of my capability. I see around me a cohort of smiths who are excelling in their chosen fields, 
and who would have a much harder time if this place wasn’t here, or wasn’t able to offer the 
support that it currently does. 
 



Many thanks for your time,  
Joshua Fincher. 


